v + 


NEGOTIATIONS 


AT 


PARIS, 


LISLE. 


2 


e 
„ 
. © «$6 * Fun * 

* * $4 ad *% 7 G 7 


7 


. 
* 
* 
p 
. * 
; * 1 
% 
- 2 
— > 
' 2 | 
— » "5 
— 
* 8 b 
9 % 1 
. 
1 : « 8 
+ w 8 F 
: | : 
| 1 - _ WA 
* P 4 - 8 4=® bY - A 5 
* 


* : : 
—— > = 
4 . 8 
. * yo 
—_—_ 
. 2 
= 
* - 
* * 


* 2 
1 C 
4 4 
+ 


A 5 © 4 » = — * 
A * 2 


-* x, A IR” 
DF Des 
© 0 * ay IIs 


- 

9 
£4, * ESO 
J 8 * 

* 


wy oF 
nr 
10 « ; Fm : 
: * 28 o * 2 Ve a 
6 =. * 
= 2 * * 9 ab * « 4 
= IS "ed. de® PR * ad * N 
bay Seu * * by Th. v 12 . \ 
- 0 „ 4 n 
MSI 3 i» 


=> -* : * — * | 
2 PP D 


2 * 
— * 


* 4 2 * — 

- <4 my 
W n 
x * 
p * or. — 

- 0 82 * 


4 i * 9 
* - - 
4 * . 
© at. F124 N 3, * 


TW 
Yo 
® * 
. Y - + * 
* * 
£ ,£ 
* Ag > 
5 » 


” RC Tec 5 Kr x WT — Fx” oats 


LIST of PAPERS. | 


10. 


Letter from Lord Grenville to Count Wedel Jarlsberg.—Dated 
Downing- Street, September 6, 1796. 


Note transmitted through the Danish Minister to the Executive Di- 


rectory.—Dated Westminster, September 6, 1796. 


Letter from Count Wedel Jarlsberg to Lord Grenville.—Dated Lon- 


don, September 23, 1796. 


Letter from M. Koenemann to Count Wedel Jarlsberg.—Dated Pa- 
ris, September 19, 1796. | | 


Note transmitted from Lord Grenville to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs at Paris, Dated Westminster, September 4, 1796. 


Letter from M. Delacroix to Lord Grenville, inclosing Passports.— 


Dated Paris, 11 Vendemiaire, 5th Year of the French Republic. 


| Decree of the Executive Directory.—Dated 9th Vendeimaire, 5th 


Lear of the French Republic, One and Indivisible. 


Letter from Lord Grenville to M. Delacroix.—Dated Westminster, 


October 13, 1796. 


Note from Lord Grenville to the Minister for Foreign Afﬀairs.— 
Dated October 22, 1796. 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs to Lord Malmesbury.—Dated 
Paris, 1 Brumaire, An. 5. "=" "AP 
Lord Malmesbury to the Minister for F oreign Afﬀairs.—Dated Paris, 


October 22. 2087 
| tr tad of it 


3 1 1 7 ein 3 | . 
5 „ 8 ; 
Printed by James Harrison, N 6, Lancagter=Court, Strand. 
1 N N We D:7- # 4 a . , G4 


Ja, 
3 1 * 


32 «FS. © 1 
. "EONS 
o * E - 
, 5 A 3 * 1 
- 1 x - N — . 


11. The Minister for Foreign Affairs to 1 ay —Dated 
Paris, 2 Brumaire, 5th Year, &c. 


12. Lord Malmesbury to the Minister for Foreign Affairs —Dated | Paris 
October 23, 17906. 


13. Extract from the Register of the Decrees of the Executive Direc- 
tory.—Dated 2 Brumaire, 5th Year of the French Republic, 
One and Indivisible. 


14. Memorial delivered by Lord Malmesbury to the Minister for Fo- 
reign Affairs. Dated Paris, October 24, 1796. 


15. Answer of the Executive Direetory to Lord Malmesbury's Me- 
morial.—Dated Paris, 5 Brumaire, 5th Year &c. - 


16. Note delivered by Lord Malmesbury to the Minister for Foreign Af- 
fairs.—Dated Paris, November 12, 1796. 


17. Answer of the Minister for Foreign Affairs to Lord dry 
Note. — Dated Paris, 22 Brumaire, 5th Year, &c. 


18. Lord Malmesbury's Reply.—Dated Paris, November 12, 1796. 


39: Lord Malmesbury to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. —Dated Paris, 
November 13, 1796. 


20. The Minister for Foreign Affairs to Lord e — Dated 
Paris, 23 Brumaire, 5th Year, &c. | 


21, - Loed Malmesbury to the Minister for Foreign Afﬀeairs.—Dated Paris, 
November 18, 1796. 


22. The Minister for Foreign Affairs to Lord Malmesbury.—Dated 


Paris, 23 Bruni 5 Lear, &c. 
23. Lord Malmealany. to the Minister for Foreign Aﬀairs,—Dated 
Pari 2» 18, 796. 


— 1 


5 1 e 8 


A 
1. bo ; 


.4v 
— 


224. 


25. 


26. 


27. 


28. 
29. 
30. 


31. 


32. 


33. 


34 


Note delivered by Lord Malmesbury to the Minister for Foreign 
Affaris.—Dated Paris November 26, 1796. 


Answer of the Minister for Foreign Affairs to the N te delivered by 
Lord Malmesbury. Dated Paris, November 27. 


Lord Malmesbury to the Minister for Foreign Affairs. —Dated Paris, 
November 27, 1796. | 


Note delivered by Lord Malmesbury to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs.—Dated Paris, December 17, 1796. 


Confidential Memorial A.—Dated Paris, December 17, 1796. 
Confidential Memorial B.—Dated Paris, December 17, 1796. 


Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville, inclosing (A) 
(B) (C) (D).—Dated Paris, December 20, 1796. 


(A) The Minister for Foreign Affairs to Lord Malmesbury.—Dated 
Paris, 28 Frimaire, 5th Year. 


(B) Lord Malmesbury to the Minister for Foreign Afﬀeairs.—Dated 
Paris, December 19, 1796. 


(C) The Minister for Foreign Affairs to Lord Malmesbury.—Dated 
Paris, 29 Frimaire, 5th Year. 


(D) Lord Malmesbury to the Minister for Foreign Afﬀairs.—Dated 
Paris, December 20, 1796. | 


—— 


\ | 


_——— 


No. 1. 


SIR, Downing-Street, September 6, 1796. 


| Ts obedience to the orders of the King my master, I have the honor 


to transmit to you the inclosed note, and to request of you that you 
will forward it to His Danish Majesty's Minister at Paris, to be by him 


eommunicated to the Executive Directory. 


The sentiments of your court are too well known to the King to ad- 
mit of His Majesty's entertaining any doubt of the satisfaction with 
which His Danish Majesty will see the intervention of his Ministers em- 
ployed on such an occasion, or of the earnestness with which you, sir, 
will concur in a measure that has for its object the re- establishment of 


Peace. ; 
: I have the honor to be, with the most perfect consideration, 
SIR, 
Your most humble, 


and most obedient servant, 


To the Count Wedel Jarlsberg, - GRENVILLE. 
Fe. Ke. He. | 


A " „ os 


(2) 
No. L. 


NOTE. 


HIS Britannick Majesty, animated with the same desire, which He 
has already manifested, to terminate, by just, honorable and permanent 
conditions of peace, a war which has extended itself throughout all parts 


of the world, is willing to omit nothing on His part which may” contri- 
bute to this object. 


| 1 is with this view that he has thought it proper to avail Himself of 
the confidential intervention of the Ministers of a neutral power, to de- 


mand of the Executive Directory passports for a person of confidence 


whom His Majesty would send to . Paris with a commission to discuss, 


with the government there, all the means the most proper to produce x 80 
desirable an end. 


And His Majesty is persuaded that he shall receive, without delay, 
through the same channel, a satisfactory answer to this demand, which 
cannot fail to place in a still clearer light the just and pacific disposi- 
tions which He entertains in common with His Allies. 


GRENVILLE. 
 Westminster, September 6, 1796. 


—,ßũ.v e CCC 


No. 3. 
MY LORD, 


I HAVE the honor to inform your Excellency, that the note ad- 
dressed to the Executive Directory of France, in date of the 6th of the 
present month, was transmitted by Mr. Koenemann, Charge d' Affaires of 
His Danish Majesty, to Mr. Deen, Minister for Foreign Affairs at 

Paris, 


— 


Wee 


(3) 


Paris, who promised that an answer should be returned to it after it had 
been submitted to the consideration of the government. Three days 
having elapsed in expectation of this answer, Mr. Koenemann went a 
second time to the Minister above mentioned, who gave him to understand, 
that the Executive Directory had not permitted him to return an answer 
in writing, but that he was directed to express himself verbally to this 
effect: en . | 


© That the Executive Directory of the French Republic would not 
for the future receive or answer any overtures or confidential papers 
transmitted through any intermediate channel from the enemies of the 
+ Republic,” but that if they would send persons furnished with full 
powers and official papers, these might, upon the frontiers, demand 
* the ar necessary for proceeding to Paris.“ 


I have the honor to he, with the most perfect respect, 
MY LORD, 
Your Excellency's 
| Most humble and most obedient Servant, 
(Signed) | Comte de WEDEL JARLSBERG. 


London, September 23, 1796. 


SIR, Paris, September 19, 1796. 


1 Was indisposed at my country house when your Excellency's cou- 
rier brought me the letters which your Excellency did me the honor to 
write to me on the 7th instant, together with the note of Lord Grenville 
inclosed therein. I set off for Paris on the following day, where, after 
k demanding 


(4) 


demanding an audience of citizen Delacroix,- Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
I presented the note above mentioned, accompanied by another in my 
own name, in which I explained the motives that had induced me to un- 
dertake a measure for which I had no authority from my court. He 
promised to submit the two notes to the inspection of the Government, 
and to return me an answer immediately, Having waited for three days 
without receiving an answer, I went a second time to wait upon the 
Minister, who, in a very dry tone, informed me, that the Executive 
Directory had not permitted him to return an answer in writing, but 
that he was directed to express himself verbally to this effect : 


That the Executive Directory of the French Republic would not 
« for the future receive or answer any confidential overtures papers 


transmitted through any intermediate channel from the enemies of 
„the Republic; but that if they would send persons, furnished with 
full powers and official papers, these might, upon the frontiers, de- 
«+ mand the passports necessary for proceeding to Paris.” 


Such, Sir, is the result of a measure which I have taken at your re- 
quest. I wish, for the sake of humanity, that we may meet with bet- 
ter success at some future * but I fear that this period is still at a 
great distance. 


I have the honor to be, with respectful attachment, 
SIR, 
| Your Excellency's most humble 
And most obedient servant, 


To his Excellency | KOENEMANN. 
The Count Wedel Jarlsberg, 


Fe. &c. &c, 


No. 5, 


(5) 
No. 5: 
NOTE. 


IN demanding of the Executive Directory of the French Republic, 


through the intervention of the Ministers of a neutral power, a passport 
for a confidential person to be sent to Paris, the court of London accom- 
panied this demand, with the express declaration, that this person should 
be commissioned to discuss with the government all the means the most 


proper for conducing to the re-establisghment of peace. 


The King, persevering in the same sentiments, which he has already 
so unequivocally declared, will not leave to his enemies the smallest 
pretext for eluding a discussion, the result of which will necessarily serve 
either to produce the happiness of so many nations, or at least to ren- 
der evident the views and dispositions of those who oppose themselves 


to it. 


It is therefore in pursuance of these sentiments, that the undersigned 
is charged to declare, that as soon as the Executive Directory shall think 
proper to transmit to the undersigned the neceseary passports, (of which 
he, by this note, renews the demand already made) His Britannick Ma- 
jesty will send to Paris a person furnished with full powers, and official 
instructions, to negotiate with the Executive Directory on the means of 
terminating the present war, by a pacification, just, honorable, and 
Solid, calculated to restore repose to Europe, and to ensure for the time 
to come, the general tranquillity. 


(Signed) | GRENVILLE. 
Westminster, September 27, 1796. 
To the Minister for Foreign Affairs at Paris. 


B No. 6. 


' 
: 
| 
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No. 6. 


1 have tlie honor to transmit to Lord Grenville a copy of the decree 
of the Executive Directory of the French Republic, in answer to his 
note of the 27th gehender, 1796, O. wy AF = 


He will there see a proof of the earnest desire of "the French Gowerw⸗ 
ment to profit of the overture that is made to them, in the hope that it 


may lead to peace with the Government of England. 


J have the hams to ha to him, at ae same time, the ali" re- 
quired for the Minister Plenipotentiary, whom his Britannick Majesty 
proposes to name to treat; and J request Lord Grenville to accept the 
assurance of my personal wishes for the success of this W as 
well as that of my most perfect consideration. | | 


(Signed) N27 CH. DELACROIX. 


Paris, 11 Vendemaire, 5th year 
of the French Republic. 


15 Di 7 b 
[ Department of Foreign Afuirs. Copy of Decrees.—1 Office. 
EXTRACT from the Register of the Decrees of the Executive Direc- 
| tory. 


The 9th Vendemaire, 5th Year of the French Republic, 
One and Indivisible. 


THE Executive Directory, upon consideration of the note addressed 
to the Minister for Foreign Affairs by Lord Grenville, dated West- 
| minster, 
* Sic, Orig. | 


(7) 


minster, September 24, 17 96, wishing to give a proof of the desire 
which it entertains to make peace with England, decrees as follows: 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs is charged to deliver the necessary 
passports to the Envoy of England, who shall be furnished with full 
powers, not only for preparing and negotiating the peace between the 


French Republic and that power, but for concluding it definitively be- 
tween them. 


True Copy, 
(Signed) L. M. REVELIERE LEPAUX, President. 


By the Executive Directory. 
For the Secretary General, 1 | | 
(signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
| Certified true Copy, | 


The Ministre for Foreign Affairs, 

| CH. DELACROIX. 
By the Minister, 

l J. GUIRAUDET, Sec. Gen. 


No. 7.* 


LORD MAEMESBURY, who is appointed by the King to treat 
with the French Government for a just and equitable peace, calculated 
to restore repose to Europe, and to ensure the public tranquillity for the 


time to come, will have the honor of delivering this letter from me to 
M. DE | 


The 


of Lord Malmesbury, Plenipotentiary of His Britannick Majesty. He 


(8) 


The distinguished rank and merit of the Minister of whom His Majesty 
has made choice on this occasion, makes it unnecessary for me to say any 
thing in his recommendation ; at the same time that it furnishes a fresh 
proof of the desire of His Majesty to contribute to the success of this 
negotiation ; for which object I entertain the most sanguine wishes. | 


Monsieur Delacroix will have the goodness to accept from me the 
assurance of my most perfect consideration. | 
(Signed) GREN VILLE. 
Westminster, October 13, 1796. 3 


To the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, at Paris. 


No. 8. 


LORD MALMESBURY, named by His Britannick Majesty as his 
Plenipotentiary to the French Republic, has the honor to announce, by 
his secretary, to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, his arrival at Paris; 
and to request of him, at the same time, to be so good as to appoint the 
hour at which he may wait upon him, for the purgoss of communicating 


to him the object of his mission. 


Paris, Oct. 22, 1796. 
To the Minister for Foreign Affairs. | 


No. 9. 
THE Minister for Foreign Affairs learns with satisfaction, the arrival 


will 


(9) 


will have the honour to receive him to-morrow at eleven o'clock in the 
morning, or at any later hour that may suit him, till two o'clock. He 


hopes that Lord Malmesbury will forgive him for thus limiting the time, 


on account of the nature and the multiplicity of his occupation. 


1st Brumaire, An. 5. 
{ October 22, 1796.) 


To Lord Malmesbury, Minister Plenipotentiary 
from His Britannick Majesty to the French 


Republic, at * 


No. 10. 


LORD MALMESBURY has the honour. to thank the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs for ho obliging answer which he has just received from 


him. 


He accepts, with pleasure, the first moment proposed, and will wait 
upon him to-morrow morning, at eleven o'clock precisely. 


Paris, Oct. 22. 
To the Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


No. 11. 


THE Minister for Foreign Affairs has the honour to apprize Lord 
Malmesbury, Commissioner Plenipotentiary of His Britannick Majesty, 
that he has received from the Executive Directory the necessary powers 
for negotiating and concluding peace between the Republic and His 


Majesty. 


C To-morrow, 


(10) 


| To-morrow, if Lord Malmesbury pleases, the respective powers shall 
be exchanged. The Minister for Foreign Affairs will then be ready too 
receive the propositions, which Lord Malmesbury is commissioned to 


make to the Republic on the part of His Britannic Majesty.. 


The Minister for Foreign Affairs requests Lord 8 to accept 
the assurances of his high consideration. 


(Signed) Cl. DELACROIX. 


2 Brumaire, An. 5. 
{October 22, 1796. ) 


No. 12. 


LORD MALMESBURY has the honour to present his acknow- 
ledgments to the Minister for Foreign Affairs for the communication 
which he has just made to him, and he will have the honour to wait 
upon him to-morrow at the hour which he shall have the goodness to 
appoint, to receive the copy of the full powers with which he is fur- 


nished on the part of the Executive Directory; and as soon as they 


shall have been exchanged, he will be ready to commence the negoti- 
ation with which he is charged. 


He requests the Minister for Foreign Affairs to accept the assurances 
of his high consideration. 


(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


Paris, October 23d, 1796. ” 
| No. 13. 


( 11) 
No. 13. 


[Department of Foreign Affairs.—Ofjice.] 
EXTRACT from the Register of the Decrees of the Executive Direc- 
| „ | 


2 Brumaire (22 Nov.) 5th Fear of the French 
Republic, One and Indivisible. 


THE Eau Directory, after having heard the report of the Mi- 
nister for Foreign Affairs, 


The Citizen Charles Delacroix, Minister for Foreign Affairs, is 
charged to negotiate with Lord Malmesbury, Commissioner Plenipo- 
tentiary of His Britannic Majesty, furnished with full powers to prepare 
and negotiate peace between the French Republic and that Power, an 
to conclude it definitively between them. The Directory gives to the 
said Minister all powers necessary for concluding and signing the treaty 
of peace to take place between the Republic and His Britannic Majesty. 
He shall conform himself to the instructions which shall be given him. 
He shall render a regular account, from time to time, of the progress 
and of the issue of the negotiations. | 


The present Decree shall not be printed at this time. 


A true copy. 

(Signed) L. R. REVEIELERE LE PEAUX. 
By the Executive Directory. 
The Secretary General. Ws 
(Signed) LA GARDE. 
Copy. 3 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

(Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 

By the Minister. | | 
(L. S. = T. GUIRAUDET.. Sec. Gen. 


(12) 
No. 14. 


HIS Britannic Majesty desiring, as he has already declared, to contri- 
bute, as faras depends on him, to the re- establishment of public tranquillity, 
and to ensure, by the means of just, honourable, and solid conditions of 
peace, the future repose of Europe ; His Majesty is of opinion, that the 


best means of attaining, with all possible expedition, that salutary end, 


will be to agree, at the beginning of the negotiation, on the general prin- 
ciple which shall serve as a basis for the definitive arrangements. 


The first object of negotiation for peace, generally relates to the restitu- 
tians and cessions which the respective parties have mutually to demand, 


in consequence of the events of the war. 


8 


Great Britain, from the uninterrupted success of her naval war, finds 
herself in a situation to have no restitution to demand of France, from 
which, on the contrary, she has taken establishments and colonies of the 
oo: PT, and of a value almost incalculable. | 


But, on the other hand, France has made, on the Continent of Europe, 
eonquests, to which His Majesty can be the less indifferent, as the most 
important interests of his people, and the most sacred engagements of his 
crown, are essentially implicated therein. 


The magnanimity of the King, his inviolable good faith, and his desire 
to restore repose to so many nations, induce him to consider this situation 
of affairs as affording the means of procuring for all the Belligerent Powers 
just and equitable terms of peace, and such as are calculated to ensure, for 
the time to come, tlie general tranquillity. 


It is on this footing, then, that he proposes to negotiate, by offering to 
make compensation to France, by proportionable restitutions, for those 
arrangements to which she will be called upon to consent, in order to 


satisfy 


my} 


Ly 


* 


a} 


GY 
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satisfy the just demands of the King's Allies, and to preserve the political 
balance of Europe. | 


| Having made this 8 His Majesty will, in the sequel, explain 
himself more particularly on the application of this principle to the dif- 
ferent objects which may be discussed between the respective parties. 


It is this application which will constitute the subject of those discus- 
sions, into which His Majesty has authorized his Minister to enter, as soon 
as the principle to be e as the general basis of the negotiation 
is known. f | 


But His Majesty cannot omit to declare, that if this generous and 
equitable offer should not be accepted, or if, unfortunately, the discussions 
which may ensue, should fail to produce the desired effect, neither this 
general proposition, nor those more detailed which may result from it, 
can be regarded, in any case, as points agreed upon or admitted by His 
Mager. | | 
| (Signed) MALMESBURY, 

Minister Plenipotentiary from His Britannic Majesty. 
Paris, Oct. 24, 1796. 


No. 15. 


EXTRACT from the Regiotes of the Deliberations of the Executive 
Directory. 


Paris, 5 Brumaire, 5th Year of the Republic, 
One and Indivisible. 


THE Executive Directory orders the Minister for Foreign Affairs to 
n the following answer to Lord Malmesbury: 


The Executive Directory sees with pain, that at the moment whey it 
| had 


614) 


had reason to hope for the speedy return of peace between the French 
Republic and His Britannic Majesty, the proposal of Lord Malmesbury 
offers nothing but dilatory or very distant means of bringing the negotia- 


tion to a conclusion. 


The Directory observe, that if Lord Malmesbury would have agreed to 
treat separately, as he was formerly authorized by the tenour of his cre- 
dentials, the negotiations might have been considerably abridged; that 
the necessity of balancing with the interests of the two powers, those of 
the Allies of Great Britain, multiplies the combinations; increases the 
difficulties, tends to the formation of a congress, the forms of which it is 
known ate always tardy, and requires the accession of powers, which 
hitherto have displayed no desire of accommodation, and have not given 
to Lord Malmesbury himself, according to his own declaration, _y power 
to o stipulate for them. 


Thus, without dehnen U the intentions of Lord Malmesbury ; without 
drawing any conclusion from the circumstance of his declaration not 
appearing to accord with his credentials; without supposing that he has 
received any secret instructions which would destroy the effect of his 
ostensible powers; without pretending, in short, to assert, that the British 
Government, have-had a double object in view—to-prevent, by- general 
propositions, the partial propositions of other powers, and to obtain from 
the people of England the means of continuing the war, by throwing upon 
the Republic the odium of a delay occasioned by themselves; the Execu- 
tive Directory cannot but perceive, that the propositions of Lord Malmes- 
bury 1s nothing more than a renewal, under more amicable forms, of the 
propositions . last year by Mr. Wickham, and that it presents but a 
distant hope of Peace. 


The Executive 8 farther observe, with * to the 8 
of retrocessions advanced by Lord Malmesbury, that such a principle, 
4 in a vague and isolated manner, cannot serve as the Basis of 

negotiation; 


* oY 
* - 
* .0 
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negotiation ; that the first points of consideration are, the common neces- 
sity of a just and solid peace, the political equilibrium which absolute 
retrocessions might destroy, and then the means which the Belligerent 
Powers may possess—the one to retain conquests made at a time when it 
was supported by a great number of Allies, now detached from the coali- 
tion; and the other, to recover them at a time when those who were at 
first its enemies, have, almost all, become either its Allies, or at least 
neuter, 


Nevertheless, the Executive Directory, animated with an ardent desire 
of putting a stop to the scourge of war, and to prove that they will not 
reject any means of reconciliation, declare, that as soon as Lord Malmes- 
bury shall exhibit to the Minister for Foreign Affairs sufficient powers 
from the Allies of Great Britain, for stipulating for their respective 
interests, accompanied by a promise on their part to subseribe to whatever 
Shall be concluded in their names, the Executive Directory will hasten to 
give an answer to the specific propositions which shall be submitted to 
them, and that the difficulties shall be removed, as far as may be consistent 
with the safety and dignity of the French Republic. | 


| A True Copy, 2h 
(Signed) L. M. REVEILLERE-LEPEAUNX, President. 
By the Executive Directory. | 
(Signed) | LAGARDE, Secretary General, 
A True Copy, | 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
CH. DELACROIX. 
By the Minister, 


The Secretary General, 05 
"Ie J. GUIRAUDET. 
No. 16. 


(16) ſ- 
No. 16. | | 
iÞ NOTE. 


THE undersigned has not failed to tansmit to his court the answer 
ii of the Executive Directory to the proposals which wy was charged 'to 
| make, as an opening to a pacific negotiation. 


665 With regard to the offensive and injurious insinuations which are con- 
"WE tained in that paper, and which are only calculated to throw new obstacles 
ith in the way of the accommodation which the French Government professes 
1 to desire, the King has deemed it far beneath his dignity to permit an ; 4 
18 answer to be made to them on his part in any manner whatsoever. 


The progress and the result of the negotiation will suſficiently prove 
the principles by which it will have been directed on each side; and it is 

neither by revolting reproaches wholly destitute of foundation, nor by 
bi reciprocal invective, that a sincere wish to accomplish tlie great work of 
1 pacification can be evinced. 


The undersigned passes, therefore, to the first object of discussion 
brought forward in the answer of the Executive Directory; — that of a 
separate negotiation, to which it has been supposed, without the smallest 
foundation, that the undersigned was authorized to accede, 0 4 


| | His full powers, made out in the usual form, give him all necessary au- 
thority to negotiate and to conclude the peace; but these powers prescribe 
to him neither the form, the nature, nor the conditions of the future treaty. 


Upon these points, he is bound to conform himself, according to the 
long established and received custom of Europe, to the instructions which 
| he shall receive from his court; and accordingly, he did not fail to acquaint 
þ the Minister for Foreign — at their first conference, that the King 

his 


L.\ 


«© 
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his master had expressly enjoined him to listen to no proposal tending to 
separate the interests of His Majesty from those of his Allies. 


There can be no question then but of a negotiation which shall combine 


the interests and pretensions of all the powers who make a common cause 
with the King in the present war. 


In the course of such a negotiation, the 1 tion, or, at least, the par- 
ticipation of these powers will doubtless become absolutely necessary; and 
His Majesty hopes to find at all times the same dispositions to treat, upon 
a just and equitable basis, of which His Majesty, the Emperor and King, 
gave to the French Government so striking a proof at the very moment of 


the opening of the present campaign. 


But it appears, that the waiting for a formal and definitive authority 


on the part of the Allies of the King before Great Britain and France 


begin to discuss, even provisionally, the principles of the negotiation, 
would be to create a very useless delay. 


A conduct wholly different has been observed by these two powers on 
almost all similar occasions; and His Majesty thinks, that the best proof 
which they can give, at the present moment, to all Europe, of their mutual 
desire to put a stop, as soon as possible, to the calamities of war, would 
be to settle, without delay, the basis of a combined negotiation, inviting, 
at the same time, their Allies to concur in it, in the manner the most proper 
for accelerating the general pacification. a 


It is with this view that the undersigned was charged to propose at first, 
and at the very commencement of the negotiation, a principle, which the 
generosity and good faith of His Majesty could alone dictate to him that 
of making compensation to France, by proportionable restitutions for the 
arrangements to which she will be to consent, in order to satisfy the just 
pretensions of the King' 5 Allien, and to 0 the pobticab balance of 
Lens, a 


E The 
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The Executive Directory has not explained itself in a precise manner, 
either as to the acceptance of this principle, or as to the changes or modifi- 
cations which it may desire to be made in it ; nor has it, in Short, proposed 
any other r whatever to answer the Same end. 


The anjecaiancd then has orders: to recur to this hk and to Sd, 
on that head, a frank and precise explanation, in order to abridge the delays 
which must necessarily result from the diffculty of form which has been 
started by the Executive Directory. 


He is vuthorized to add to this Semen the express ae that His 
Majesty in communicating to his august Allies every successive step which 
he may take, relative to the object of the present negotiation, and in ful- 
filling, towards these Sovereigns, in the most efficacious manner, all the 
duties of a good and faithful Ally, will omit nothing on his part, as well to 
dispose them to concur in this negotiation, by the means the most proper 
to facilitate its progress, and insure its success, as to induce them always to 
persist in sentiments conformable to the wishes which he entertains for tlie 
return of a general peace, upon just, honourable, and permanent conditions. 


(Signed) 
Paris, November 12, 1796. MALMESBURY. 


. 


THE undersigned is charged by the Executive Directory to invite you 
to point out, without the smallest delay, and Exprecaly, the 1 of 
ee compensation which you. e Saks BA 


He is, moreover, charged to duni of you, a are the ese to 
— on a just and equitable basis, of which His Majesty, the Emperor 


and 
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and King, gave to the French Government so striking a proof, at the 
very commencement of the campaign. The Executive Directory is unac- 
quainted with it.—It was the Emperor and King who broke the armistice. 
(Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 
JO 22 Brumaire ( Nov. 12 * 5th Vear of 2 
T- ' the French Republic. 


No. 18. 


THE undersigned does not halts 2 moment to answer the two ques- 
tions which you have _ instructed by the Enn EY to 
enn „i i 1 10% tei TORAH 03. Ain r res | 


The enen 8 this morning 1 the eee proposes, in 
express terms, on the paxt of His Majesty the King of Great Britain, to 
compensate France, by proportionable restitutions, for the arrangements to 
which she will be called upon to consent, in order to satisfy the just preten- 
sions of the King's Allies, and to preserve the political balance of Europe. 


Before the formal acceptation of this principle, or the proposal, on the 
part of the Executive Directory, of some other. principle which might 
equally serve as the basis of a negotiation for a general peace, the under- 
signed cannot be authorized to 3 the objects of reciprocal 


compensation. 


As to the bebe of the paciße n een to wah French Govern- 
ment by His Majesty, the Emperor and King, at the opening of the 
campaign, the undersigned contents himself with a reference to the following 
words connined in the note of Baron D*Egleman, on the 4th of June last. 


The operations of the war will in no wise prevent His Imperial Majesty 


from being ever ready to concur, agreeably to any form of 2 
which 
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which shall be adopted, in concert with the Belligerent Powers, in the 


discussion of proper means for par a mT to the farther effusion of 
human blood.“ F 587] 


This note was presented after the Arajptic was broken. 


| MALMESBURY. 
Paris, November 12, 1796, 


No. 19. Et 
THE Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty rocuents the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to inform him whether he is to consider the 
official note which he received from him yesterday evening, as the 


answer to that which Lord Malmesbury delivered yesterday morning to 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 'by order of 'his Court. He applies for 


this information, that the departure of ood courier may not be unneces- 


sarily delayed. 


Se MALMESBURY, 
Paris, Nov. 13, 1796. 


N o. 20. e , r 


THE undersigned, Minister for Foreign Affairs, declares to Lord 
Malmesbury, Minister Plenipotentiary from His Britannic Majesty, that 
he is to consider the official note sent to him yesterday as the answer to 
that which Lord ee had addreezed: to him on the morning of 


the same day. 


CHARLES DELACROIX. 
23 Brumaire, 5th Year. 


November 13, 1796. Te 
No. 21. 


<Q) 


LING 
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No. 21. 


LORD MALMESBURY has just received the answer of the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, in which he declares that the official note which he 
sent to him yesterday, is to be considered as the answer to that which 
Lord Malmesbury addressed to him on the morning of the same day. 


Lord n will transmit it this day to his Court. 


MALMESBURY. 
Paris, Mims 13, 1796. 


No. 22. 


THE undemigned- in reply to your second note of e 3 
ordered by the Executive Directory, to declare to you, that he has 
nothing to add to the answer which has been addressed to you. He is 
also instructed to ask you, whether, on each official communication 


which shall take place between you and him, it will be necessary for 


you to send a courier to receive special instructions? 


| CHARLES DELACROIX. 
Paris, 23 Brumaire, (Nov. 13.) 5 Year. 


No. 23. 


THE undersigned will not fail to transmit to his Court the note 
which he has just received from the Minister for Foreign Aﬀairs. He 
declares likewise that he shall dispatch couriers to his Court as often as 
the official communications made to him may require special instruc- 
tions. | 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
Paris, 13th Nov. 1796. ; h 

No. 24. 
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No. 24. 


NOTE. 


IHE Court of London, having been informed of what has passed in 
consequence of the last memorial, delivered, by its order, to the Mi- 
nister for Foreign Affairs, does not think it necessary to add any thing 
to the answer made by the undersigned to the two questions which the 
Directory thought proper to address to him. 


That Court waits, therefore, and with the greatest anxiety, for an 


explanation of the sentiments of the Directory, with regard to the prin- 


ciple it has proposed, as the basis of the negotiation, and the adoption 
of which appeared to be the best means of accelerating the progress of 
a discussion so important to the happiness of so many nations. 


The undersigned has, in consequence, received orders to renew the 
demand of a frank and precise answer on this point, in order that his 
Court may know, with certainty, whether the Directory accepts that 
proposal; or desires to make any change or modifications whatever in it; 


or lastly, whether it would wish to propose any other principle, that may 
promote the same end. 


5 MALMESBURY. 
Paris, November 26, 1796. 


ma 4 > 


No. 25. 


IN answer to the note delivered yesterday, November 26, by Lord 
Malmesbury, the undersigned Minister for Foreign Affairs, is instructed 
by the Directory to observe, that the answers made on the 5th and 22d 
of last Brumaire, contained an acknowledgment of the principle of com- 
pensation, and that in order to remove every pretext for farther discussion 


on 
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on that point, the undersigned, in the name of the Executive Direc- 
tory, now makes a formal and positive declaration of such acknowledg- 
ment. | 


In consequence, Lord Malmesbury is again invited to give a speedy 


and categorical answer to the proposal made to him on the 22d of last | 


Brumaire, and which was conceived in these terms: The undersigned 
is instructed by the Executive Directory, to invite you to designate, 
without the least delay, and expressly, the objects of reciprocal compen- 
sation which you have to propose.“ | | 
| CH. DELACROIX. 
Paris, November 27. 


No. 26. 


THE undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty, 
in answer to the note dated this morning, which was sent to him by the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs, hastens to assure him, that he will not 
delay a moment in communicating it to his Court, from which he must 
necessarily wait for further orders, before he can explain himself upon 
the important points which it contains. | 


| | | 60 (Signed) MALMESBURY. 
Paris, 27th Nov. 1796. 


No. 27. 
NOTE. 


THE undersigned is charged to transmit to the Minister of Foreign 


Affairs the enclosed memorial, containing the proposals of his court 
with 


LOSS ** i - 
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with respect to the application of the general principle already estab- 
 lished, as the basis of the negotiation for peace. 


He will, with the utmost readiness, enter with that Minister into every 
explanation which the state and progress of the negotiation will allow, 
and he will not fail to enter into the discussion of these propositions, or 
of any counter-project which may be transmitted to him on the part of 
the Executive Directory, with that frankness and that spirit of coneilia- 
tion, which correspond with the just and pacific intentions of his court. 


(Signed) = =  MALMESBURY. 
Paris, December 17, 1796. | 


| No. 28. 


CONFIDENTIAL MEMORIAL, on the principal objects of resti- 
tution, compensation, and reciprocal arrangement. 


THE Principle, already estblished, as the basis of negotiation, be the 
consent of the two Governments, is founded on restitutions to be made 
by His Britannic Majesty to France, in compensation for the arrange- 
ments to which that power may consent, in order to satisfy the just pre- 
tensions of the Allies of the King, and to preserve the political balance 
of Europe. | 


In order to accomplish these objects, in the manner the most com- 
plete, and to offer a fresh proof of the sincerity of his wishes for the 
re-establighment of general tranquillity, His Majesty would propose, 
that there should be given to this principle, on each ide, all ws lati- 
tude of which it may be susceptible, | 


1. His 


(25) 
I. His Majesty demands therefore, . 


1. The restitution, to His Majesty the Emperor and King, of all his 
dominions, on the footing of the status ante bellum, 


2. The re- establishment of peace between the Germanic Empire and 


France, by a suitable arrangement, conformable to the respective inte- 


rests, and to the general safety of Europe. This arrangement to be 
negotiated with His Imperial Majesty, as constitutional head of the 
Empire, either by the Intervention of the King, or immediately, as his 
Imperial Majesty shall prefer. 1 a 


3. The evacuation of Italy by the French troops, with an engage- 
ment not to interfere in the internal affairs of that country, which 
Should be re-established, as far as possible, upon the footing of the 
status. ante bellum. 


In the course of the negotiation, a more detailed discussion may be 
entered into of the further measures, which it may be proper to adopt, 
respecting the objects of these three articles, in order to the providing 

more effectually for the future security of the respective limits and 
possessions, and for the maintenance of general tranquillity. 


II. With regard to the other Allies of His Britannic Majesty, His Ma- 
jesty demands, that there be reserved to Her Majesty the Empress of all 
the Russias, a full and unlimited power of taking part in this negotia- 
tion, whenever she may think fit or of acceding to the definitive treaty, 
and thereby returning to a state of peace with France. 


III. His Majesty also demands, that Her Most Faithful Majesty may 
be comprehended in this negotiation, and may return to a state of peace 
with France, without any cession or burthensome condition on either 
Side. 

G IV. On 
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IV. On these conditions His Majesty offers to France the entire and 
unreserved restitution of all the conquests which he has made on that 
power in the East and West Indies, proposing at the same time that a 
mutual understanding should be established as to the means of securing 
for the future the tranquillity of the two nations, and of consolidating, 
as much as possible, the advantages of their respective possessions. 
His Majesty offers, in like manner, the restitution of the islands of St. 
Pierre and Miquelon, and of the fishery of Newfoundland, on the foot- 
ing of the status ante bellum. 


* 


But if in addition to this, His Majesty were to Ae the right given 
to him by the express stipulations of the treaty of Utrecht, of opposing 
the cession of the Spanish part of St. Domingo to France, His Majesty 
would then demand, in return for this concession, a compensation which 
might secure, at least in some degree, the maintenance of the balance 
of the respective possesstons in that part of the world. 


V. In all the cases of cessions or restitutions, which may come in 
question in the course of this negotiation, there should be. granted on 
each side, to all individuals, the most unlimited right to withdraw with 
their families and their property, and to sell their land and other im- 
moveable possess1ons ; and adequate arrangements should also be made, 
in the course of this negotiation, for the removal of all sequestrations, and 
for the satisfaction of the just claims which individuals on either side 
may have to make upon the respective Governments, 


(Signed) a 


No. 29, 
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No. 29. 


' CONFIDENTIAL MEMORIAL on the Peace with Spain and 
8 Holland. 


THE Allies of Ra not having hitherto expressed any desire or 
disposition to treat with the King, His Majesty might have forborne to 
to enter into any detail on tlieir account; but in order to avoid any de- 
lays prejudicial to the great object which the King has in view, and to ac- 
celerate the work of a general peace, His Majesty will not refuse to ex- 
plain himself in the first instance, on the points which concern those 
powers. If, then, the Catholick King should desire to be comprehended 
in this negotiation, or be allowed to accede to the definitive treaty, this 
would meet with no obstacle on the part of His Majesty. Nothing hav- 
ing hitherto been conquered by either of the two Sovereigns from the 
other, no other point could, at the present moment, come into question 
but that of the re- establishment of peace, simply, and without any re- 
stitution or compensation whatever, except such as might possibly result 
from the application of the principle declared at the end of the fourth 
article of the memorial already delivered to wo Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. 


But if, during the negotiation, any alteration should take place in the 
state of things, in this respect, it will then be proper to agree upon the 
restitutions and compensations to be made on each side. 


With regard to the Republic of the United Provinces, His Britannic 
Majesty and his Allies find themselves too nearly interested in the politi- 
cal situation of those provinces to be able to consent in their favour to 
the re- establishment of the status ante bellum as with respect to ter- 
ritorial possessions, unless France could, on her part, reinstate them in 
all respects, in the same political situation in which they stood before the 
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If at least it were possible to re-establish in those provinces, agreeably 
to what is believed to be the wish of a great majority of the inhabitants, 
their ancient constitution and form of government, His Majesty might 
then be disposed to relax, in their favor, from a very considerable part 


of the conditions on which the present State of things obliges him to 


insist. 


But if, on the contrary, it is with the Republic of Holland, in its pre- 
sent state, that their Britannic and Imperial Majesties will have to treat, 
they will feel themselves obliged to seek, in territorial acquisitions, chose 
compensations, and that security, which such a state of things will have 
rendered indispensable to them. | 


Restitutions of any kind, in favor of Holland, could in that case be 
admitted in so far only as they shall be compensated by arrangements 
calculated to contribute to the security of the Austrian Netherlands, 
The means of accomplishing this object will be found in the cessions 

which France has exacted in her treaty of peace with Holland, and the 
possession of which by that power would in any case be absolutely in- 


compatible with the security of the Austrian Netherlands, in the hands 
of His Imperial Majesty. 


It is on these principles that His Britannic Majesty would be ready to 
treat for the re- establishment of peace with the Republic of Holland in 
its present state.— The details of such a discussion must necessarily lead 
to the consideration of what would be due to the interests and the rights 
of the house of Orange. 


No. 30. 


1 
1 
| 


a 
e No. 30. 


My Lord, | 8285 Paris, December 20, 1796. 


MR. ELLIS . here from London on Thursday last the 15th 
instant, at five P. M. and delivered to me the dispatches No. 11 and 12, 
with which he was charged by your Lordship. 


Although nothing can be clearer, more ably drawn up, or more satis- 
factory than the instructions they contain, yet as it was of the last im- 
portance that I should be completely master of the subject before I Saw 
the French Minister, I delayed asking for a conference till late on Friday 
evening, with a view chat it should not take place till Saturday morning. 


He appointed the hour of eleven A. M. on that day, and it was near 
one before we parted. Although what is said by M. Delacroix before he 
has communicated with the Directory cannot be considered as officially 
binding, and probably may, in the event, be very different from what I 
shall hear when he speaks to me in their name, yet as it is impossible 


they should not nearly conjecture the nature of the overtures I should 
make, and of. course be prepared in some degree for them, it is material 


that your Lordship should be accurately acquainted with the first i impres- 
sions they appear to make on M. Delacroix. 


I prefaced what I had to communicate with saying, that T now came 


authorized to enter with him into deliberation upon one af the most im- 


portant subjects that perhaps ever was brought into discussion—that its 
magnitude forbade all finesse, excluded all prevarication, suspended all 
prejudices, and that as I had it in command to speak and act with free- 
dom and truth, I expected that he, on his part, would consider these as 


the only means which could or ought to be employed if he wished to see 


a negotiation, in which the happiness of millions was involved, terminate 


successfully. That, for greater precision, and with a view to be clearly 
H 


understood 
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understood in what I was about to propose, I would give him a confi- 
dential memorial, accompanied by an official note, both which, when he 
had perused them, would speak for themselves. The memorial con- 
tained the conditions on tlie accomplishment of which His Majesty con- 
sidered the restoration of peace to depend. The note was expressive of 
His Majesty's readiness to enter into any explanation required by the 
Directory on the subject, or to receive any contre- projet, resting on the 
same basis which the Directory might be disposed to give in. That, 
moreover, I did not hesitate declaring to him, in conformity to the prin- 
ciples which J had laid down, and from which I certainly never should 
depart, at any period of the negotiation, that I was prepared to answer 
any questions, explain and elucidate any points, on which it was pos- 
sible to foresee that doubts or misconceptions could arise on the con- 
sideration of these papers. And having said thus much, I had only to 
remark, that I believed, in no similar negotiation which had ever taken 
place, any minister was authorized in the first instance, to go so fully 
into the discussion as I now was. — That I was sure neither the truth of 
this remark, nor the manifest conclusion to be drawn from it, would 
escape M. Delacroix's observation. 


I then put the two papers 150 his hands. He began by reading tlie 
note, on which of course he could only express satisfaction. After 
perusing the confidential memorial with all the attention it deserved, he, 
after a short pause, said, that it appeared to him to be liable to insur- 
mountable objections ; ; that it seemed to him to require much more than it 
conceded, and, in the event, not to leave France in a situation of pro- 
portional greatness to the powers of Europe. He said, the act of their 
constitution, according to the manner in which it was interpreted by 
the best publicists, (and this phrase is worthy remark) made it impos- 
sible for the Republic to do what we required. The Austrian Nether- 
lands were annexed to it; they could not be disposed of without fling- 
ing the nation into all the confusion which must follow a convocation of 


the 
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the primary assemblies ; and he said, he was rather surprized that Great 
Britain should bring this forward as the governing condition of the 
treaty, sinee he thought he had, in some of our late conversations, fully 
explained the nature of their constitution to me. I replied, that every 
thing I had heard from him on this point was perfectly in my recollec- 
tion, as it probably was in his, that though I had listened to him with 
that attention I always afforded to every thing he said, yet I had never 
made him any sort of reply, and had neither admitted nor controverted 
his opinion: that although I believed I could easily disprove this opinion 
from the spirit of the French constitution itself, yet the discussion of 
that constitution was perfectly foreign to the object of my mission; 
since, even allowing his two positions, viz. that the retrocession of the 
Austrian Netherlands was incompatible with their laws, and that we 
ought to have known that beforehand; yet that there existed a droit 
public in Europe, paramount to any droit public they might think 
proper to establish within their own dominions; and that if their con- 
stitution was publicly known, the treaties existing between His Majesty 
and the Emperor were at least equally public, and in these it was clearly 
and distinctly enounced, that the two contracting parties reciprocally 
promise not to lay down their arms without the restitution of all the 
dominions, territories, &c. which may have belonged to either of them 
before the war. That the date of this stipulation was previous to their 
- annexing the Austrian Netherlands to France ; and the notoriety of this 
ought, at the very moment when they had passed that law, to have con- 
vinced them, that, if adhered to, it must prove an insurmountable 
obstacle to peace. I applied his maxim to the West India islands, and 
to the settlements in the East Indies, and asked him whether it was ex- 
pected that we were to wave our right of possession, and be required 
still to consider them as integral parts of the French Republic which 
must be restored, and on which no value was to be set in the balance 
of compensation. I also stated the possible case of France having lost 
part of what she deemed her integral dominions, instead of having added 


(92) = | | 


to them in the course of the war; and whether then, under the appre- 
hension of still greater losses, the Government as it was now composed, 
should consider itself as not vested with powers sufficient to save their 
country from the impending danger, by making peace on the conditions 
of sacrificing a portion of their dominions to save the remainder. 
M. Delacroix said, this was stating a case of necessity, and such a mode 
of reasoning did not attach to the present circumstances. I readily ad- 
mitted the first part of this proposition, but contended, that if the 
power existed in a case of necessity, it equally existed in all others, and 
particularly in the case before us, since he himself had repeatedly told 
me that peace was what this country and its government wished for, 
and even wanted. — — 


M. Delacroix, in reply, shifted his ground, and by a string of argu- 
ments founded on premises calculated for this purpose, attempted to 
prove, that from the relative situation of the adjacent countries, the 
present government of France would be reprehensible in the extreme, 
and deserve impeachment, if they ever suffered the Netherlands to be % 
separated from their dominions; that by the partition of Poland, Russia, 
Austria and Prussia, had increased their power to a most formidable 
degree; that England, by its conquests, and by the activity and judg- 
ment with which it governed its colonies, had doubled its strength.— 
Your Indian empire alone, said M. Delacroix, with vehemence, has en- 
abled you to subsidize all the powers of Europe against us, and your 5 
monopoly of trade has put you in possession of a fund of inexhaustible 
wealth. His words were, Votre empire dans Inde vous a fourni les 
moyens de selarier toutes les puissances contre nous, et vous aves 
accaparè le commerce de manierè que toutes les richesses du monde se 
wersent dans vos coffres.”? | 


From the necessity that France should keep the Netherlands and the 


left bank of the Rhine for the purpose of preserving its relative situation in 
| Europe 
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Europe, he passed to the advantages which he contended would result to 
the other powers by such an addition to the French dominions. Belgium 
(to use his word) by belonging to France, would remove what had been 
the source of all wars for two centuries past, and the Rhine, being the 
natural boundary of France, would ensure the tranquillity of Europe for 
two centuries to come. I did not feel it necessary to combat this prepos- 
terous doctrine ; I contented myself with reminding him of what he had 
said to me in one of our last conferences, when he made a comparison of 
the weakness of France under its monarchs, and its strength and vigour 
under its republican form of Government. Nous ne sommes plus dans 
* la decrepitude de la France Monarchique, mais dans toute la force. 
* Pune Republique adolescente,” was his expression; and I inferred 
from this, according to his own reasoning, that the force and power France 
had acquired by its change of Government was much greater than it could 
derive from any acquisition of territory; and that it followed, if France 
when under a regal form of Government was a very just and constant 
object of attention, not to say of jealousy, to the other powers of Europe, 
France (admitting his axiom) was a much more reasonable object of jea- 
lousy and attention under its present Constitution than it ever yet had 
been, and that no addition to its dominions could be seen by its neighbours 
but under impressions of alarm for their own future safety and for the 
general tranquillity of Europe. M. Delacroix's answer to this was s0 
remarkable that I must beg leave to insert it in what I believe to be nearly 
his own words. — “ Dans le tems revolutionaire tout ce que vous dites, 
* my Lord, etoit vrdi rien negaloit notre puissance; mais ce tems 
en ite plus. Nous ne pouvons plus lever la nation en masse pour 
e voler au 8ecours de la patrie en danger. Nous ne powoons plus 
«© engager nos concitoyens d'oworir leurs bourses pour les verser dans 
« le tresor national, et de se priver meme du necessaire pour le bien 
«*« de la chose publique.” — And he ended by saying, that the French 
Republic when at peace necessarily must become the most quiet and pacific 
power in Europe. I only observed, that in this case the passage of the 

I Republic 
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Republic from youth to decripitude had been very sudden; but that 
Still I never could admit that it could be a matter of indifference to its 


neighbours, much less one necessary security to itself, to acquire such a 
very extensive addition to its frontiers as that he had hinted at. 


This led Mons. Delacroix to talk of offering an equivalent to the 
Emperor for the Austrian Netherlands, and it was to be found, according 
to his plan, in the secularization of the three ecclesiastical electorates, and 
several bishopricks in Germany and in Italy. 


He talked upon this subject as one very familiar to him, and on which 
his thoughts had been frequently employed. 


He spoke of making new electors, and named, probably with a view to 
render his scheme more palatable, the Stadtholder and the Dukes of 
Brunswick and Wurtemberg as persons proper to replace the three 
ecclesiastical electors which were to be re- formed. 


It would be making an ill use of your Lordship's time to endeavour to 
repeat to you all he said on this subject; it went in substance (as he him- 
self confessed) to the total subversion of the present Constitution of the 
Germanic body; and as it is militated directly against the principle which 
both His Majesty and the Emperor laid down so distinctly as the basis of 
the peace to be made for the empire, F contented myself with reminding 
him of this cireumstance, particularly as it is impossible to discuss this 
point with any propriety till His Imperial Majesty becomes a party to the 
negotiation. I took this opportunity of hinting, that if on all the other 
points France agreed to the proposals now made, it would not be impossi- 
ble that some increase of territory might be ceded to her on the Germanic 
side of her frontiers, and that this, in addition to the Dutchy of Savoy, 
Nice, and Avignon, would be a very great acquisition of strength and 
power. Mons. Delaeroix here again reverted to the Constitution, and said 
chat these countries were already congtitutionally annexed. to France. I 

is replied, 
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replied, that it was impossible, in the negotiation, which we were beginning, 
for the other powers to take it up from any period but that which immedi- 
ately preceded the war, and that any acquisition or diminution of territory 
which had taken place among the Belligerent powers since it first broke out, 
must necessarily become subject matter for negotiation, and be balanced 
againt each other in the final arrangement of a general peace. You then 
persist, said M. Delacroix, in applying this principle to Belgium? I an- 
swered, most certainly; and I should not deal fairly with you if I hesitated 
to declare, in the outset of our negotiation, that on this point you must 
entertain no expectation that His Majesty will relax or ever consent to see 
the Netherlands remain a part of France. 


M. Delacroix replied, he saw no prospect in this case of our ideas ever 
meeting, and he despaired of the success of our negotiation. He returned 
again, however, to his idea of a possible equivalent to be found for the 
Emperor; but as all he proposed was the alienation or dismemberment of 
countries not belonging to France, even by conquest, I did not consider 
it as deserving attention, and it is certainly not worth repeating to your 
Lordship. 


need not observe that all the equivalents proposed, however inadequate 1 
to the exchange, were offered as a return for our consent that the Nether- 
lands should remain part of France, of course the admitting them in any 
sha pe would have been i in direct contradiction to my instructions. 


M. Delacroix touched very sliglitly on Italy; and the course of our 
conversation did not bring this part of the subject more into discussion. 


J must add, that whenever I mentioned the restoration of the Nether- 
lands to the Emperor, I always took care it should be understood that these 
were to be accompanied by such further cessions as should form a compe- 
tent line of defence, and that France could not be permitted to keep 
possession of all the intermediate country to the Rhine; and I particularly 

dwelt 
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dwelt on this point, when I held out the possibility of admitting an exten» 
sion of the limits of France on the side of Germany. But as the French 
Minister no less strenuously opposed the restitution of the Netherlands to 
the Emperor, than I tenaciously insisted upon it, the further extension 
of my claim could not of course become a subject of argument. 


I believe I have now, with a tolerable degree of accuracy, informed 
your Lordship of all that the French Minister said on my opening myself 
to him on that part of my instructions which more immediately relates to 


peace between Great Britain, His Imperial Majesty and France. It 


remains with me to inform your Lordship what passed between us on 
* subject of our respective Allies. 


On tlie articles reserving a right to the Court of St. Petersburgh and to 
that of Lisbon to accede to the treaty of peace on tlie strict status ante 
bellum, the French Minister made no other remark than by mentioning 
the Allies of the Republic, and by enquiring whether I was prepared to 
say any thing relative to their interests, which certainly the Republic 
could never abandon. This afforded me the opportunity of giving in the 
confidential memorial B. relative to Spain and Holland, and I prefaced it 


by repeating to him the substanec of the first part of your Lordship's 
No. 12. 


Although I had not touched upon the subject of the Spanish part of 
St. Domingo, when I had been speaking to M. Delacroix on the peace 
with France, yet, as it did not become a matter of discussion between 
us, till I came to mention the peace with Spain, I thought it better to 
place all that passed on the subject in this part of my dispatch; it was 
the only point on which he entered, but I by no means infer from his 
not bringing forward some claims for Spain, that we are not to hear of 


any in the course of the negotiation ; on the contrary, I have little doubt 


that many, and most of them inadmissible, will be made before it can 
end. He, however, was silent on them at this moment, and confined 
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all he had to say to combating the idea that Spain was bound by the 
treaty of Utrecht not to alienate her possessions in America. I had the 
article copied in my pocket, and J read it to him. He confessed it was 
clear and explicit, but that circumstances had so materially altered since the 
year 1713, that engagements made then ought not to be consideredas in 
force now. I said that the spirit of the article itself went to provide for 
distant contingencies, not for what was expected to happen at or near 
the time when the treaty was made, and that it was because the altera- 
tion of circumstances he alluded to was foreseen as possible that the 
clause was inserted; and that if Spain paid any regard to the faith of 


treaties, she must consider herself as no less strictly bound by this clause 


now, than at the moment when it was drawn up. I went on by say- 
ing, that it did not however appear quite impossible that this point might 
be settled without much difficulty; and that means might be devised 


that His Catholick- Majesty should not break his faith, and both England 


and France be equally” satisfied. I then held out to him, but in general 
terms, that either Spain might regain her part of St. Domingo, by mak- 
ing some considerable cession to Great Britain and France, as the price 
of peace, or that, in return for leaving the whole of St. Domingo to 
France, we should retain either Martinico or St. Lucia and Tobago. 
M. Delacroix listened with a degree of attention to these proposals, but 
he was fearful of committing himself by any expression of approbation, 
and he dismissed the subject of the court of Madrid, by observing, chat 
France never would forsake the interests of its Allies. 


Our conversation on those of its other Ally, Holland, was much 
longer, as the wording of the memorial inevitably led at once deep into 
the subject. | | 


M. Delacroix affected to treat any deviation from the treaty of peace 
concluded between France and that country, or any restoration of terri- 
tories acquired under that treaty to France, as quite impracticable. He 

K treated, 
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treated, as equally impracticable, any attempt at restoring the ancient 
form of government in the Seven United Provinces. He talked with an 
air of triumph of the establishment of a national convention at the 
Hague, and with an affectation of feeling, that by it the cause of free- 
dom had extended itself over such a large number of people. He, how- 
ever, was ready to confess, that from the great losses the Dutch, Repub- 
lic had sustained in its colonies, and particularly from the weak manner 


in which they had defended them, it could not be expected that His Ma- 
| Jesty would consent to a full and complete restitution of them, and that 


it was reasonable that some should be sacrificed; and he asked me if 
I could inform him how far our views extended on this point? I said 
I had reason to believe that what His Majesty would require would be 
possessions and settlements which would not add either to the power 
or wealth of our Indian dominions, but only tend to secure to us their 
safe and unmolested possession. You mean by this, said M. Delacroix, 
the Cape and Trincomale. I said they certainly came under that De- 
scription, and I saw little prospect of their being restored to the Dutch. 
M. Delacroix launched forth on this into a most laboured dissertation on 
the value of the Cape of Good Hope, which he did not consider at all 


as a port de relache, but as a possession which, in our hands, would 
become one of the most fertile and most productive colonies in the East; 


and, according to his estimation of it, he did not scruple to assert, that 
it would ultimately be an acquisition of infinitely greater importance to 
England than that of the Netherlands to France; and if acquiesced in, 
should be reckoned as a full and ample compensation for them. He ad- 
ded, if you are masters of the Cape and Trincomale we shall hold ali 


coursettlements in India, and the islands of France and Bourbon, entirely 


at the tenure of your will and pleasure; they will be our's only as long 
as you chuse we should retain them. You will be sole masters in 
India, and we shall be entirely dependent upon you. I repeated to 
him, that it was as means of defence, not of offence, that these posses- 
sions would be insisted on, and that if the matter was fairly and dis- 
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passionately discussed, he would find that they afforded us a great addi- 
tional security, but no additional power of attack, even if we were dis- 
posed to disturb the peace of that part of the world. If these, and per- 
haps some few other not very material settlements belonging to the 
Dutch, were to be insisted upon, and if he would be pleased to enu- 


merate all we should still have to restore to them, while they had nothing 


to restore to England, it was impossible not to consider the terms on which 
His Majesty proposed peace to Holland as generous and liberal. 


M. Delacroix was not at all disposed to agree with me on this 
point, and said, Holland, stript of these possessions, would be ruined. 
He then held out, but as if the idea had just crossed his mind, the pos- 
Sibility of indemnifying the Dutch for their losses in India, by giving 
them a tract of territory towards the Meuse, (I could not find out whe- 
ther he meant Aix la Chapelle, Liege, or the countries of Juliers and 


Berg) and hinted, that if this was not to be done, an additional sugar island 


might, perhaps, be ceded to the Dutch Republic. I told him all this 
might become a subjeet of future discussion, and I conceived, that if we 
could agree upon the more essential points the treaty would not break 
off on these secondary considerations. Our conversation had now been 
extremely long, and M. Delacroix ended by saying, that although he had 
taken upon himself to enter with me thus far upon the subject, yet I must 
not consider any thing he said as binding, or as pledging the Repub- 
lic, till such time as he had laid the papers J had given him before the 
Directory; and, in order to do this with more accuracy, he again asked 
whether in his report he was to state the disuniting Belgium from France 
as a Sine gud non from which His Majesty would not depart. I replied, 
it most certainly was a sine qud non from which His Majesty would not 


depart; and that any proposal which would leave the Netherlands an- 


nexed to Franee would be attended with much greater benefit to that 
power, and loss to the Allies, than the present relative situation of the 
belligerent powers could entitle the French Government to expect. 


M. Delacroix 
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M. Delacroix repeated his concern at the peremptory way in which I 
made this assertion, and asked whether it would admit of, no modifica- 
tion? I replied, if France could, in a contre projet, point out a practi 
cable and adequate one, still keeping in view that the Netherlands must 
not be French, or likely again to fall into the hands of France, such a 
proposal might certainly be taken into consideration. 


Mr. Delacroix by no means encouraged me to explain myself more 
fully; he repeatedly said that this difficulty relative to the Netherlands 
was one which could not be overcome. 


Just as I was taking leave of him, he begg ged me to * what: was 


meant by the words in the memoire (A) in the 4th paragraph, begin- 


ning de Sentendre mutuellement sur les moyens d'assurer, and ending 
at leuy's possessions respectives. I told him it referred to the destruc- 
tive system adopted by France in the West Indies, and went to express 
a wish, that the two powers should agree on some general and uniform 
system of internal police in the settlements there, which would contri-- 
bute to the security of these possessions to the respective countries, and, 
at tlie same time to the happiness of every description of inhabitants in 


them. 


M. Delacroix, a little hurt at my expression relative to the system 
adopted by France, endeavoured to recriminate on us; but he ended by 


saying, that they should certainly be willing to concur in any arrange- 


ment relative to the negroes which did not militate against the principles 
of their constitution. Here our conference ended, and as, during the 
whole course of it, I bore in my mind the possibility, that although this 
our first might be the only favourable opportunity I should ever have of 
speaking on the general principles on which His Majesty was disposed to 
treat, I endeavoured, by adverting more or less to almost every point in- 
my instructions, to enable M. Delacroix (if he reports faithfully) to state 
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to the Directory what I said in such a manner as to put it out of their 
power to misconceive what were His Majesty's intentions, to remove all 
possibility of cavil on this case, and to bring them to a clear and 
distinct answer whether they would agree to open a negotiation on the 
principle of the status ante bellum, or on one differing from it only in 
form, not in substance. I hope in attempting to do this I did not, in 
the first instance, commit myself, or discover more of my instructions 
than it became me to do, and that in the conversation with M. Delacroix 
nothing escaped me which might, at some subsequent period, hurt the 


progress of the negotiation. I have, I believe, given this conference 
nearly verbatim to your Lordship ; and I was particularly anxious to do 


this correctly and minutely, as well that you may judge on the propriety 
of what I said myself, as that what M. Delacroix said to me may be ac- 
curately known, and remain on record, | 


It must, however, be remembered (as I observed in the beginning of 
this dispatch) that he spoke from himself as Minister indeed, but not 
under the immediate instructions of the Directory, and this consideration 
will take a little away from the singularity of some of the RR" he 
advanced. 


I confess, my Lord, from the civility of his manners, and from his 
apparent readiness to discuss the subject, the impression which remained 
on my mind on leaving him was that the negotiation would go on, but 
be liable to so many difficulties, and some of them so nearly insurmount- 
able, that knowing as I do the opinion of the Directory, I saw little 
prospect of its terminating successfully.—But I did not expect the con- 
duct of the Directory would immediately be such as to evince a manifest 
inclination, and even determination, to break off on the first proposals; 
and I was not a little surprized at receiving, on Sunday, at three P. M. 


the inclosed letter A from M. Delacroix : he sent it by the principal 


secretary of his department (M. — who communicated to _ 
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the original of the arrete of the Directory; of which this letter, abating 
the alteration in the form, is a literal copy. After perusing it, I asked 
M. Guiraudet whether he was informed of its contents, and this led to a 
short conversation on them. I told him that both the demands were so 
unexpected that I could not reply, to them off hand; that as to the 
first, it was quite unusual to sign memorials which were annexed to a 
note actually signed, and that I scarcely felt myself authorized to depart 
from what was, I believe, an invariable rule. That as to the second 
demand, made in so peremptory and unprecedented a way, I could 
without much hesitation say at once that it could not be complied with. 
Mons. Guiraudet lamented this much, and said, that this being the case, 
he feared our principles of negotiation would never coincide. I agreed 
with him in my expressions of concern. We conversed together after- 
wards for some time, but nothing passed at all worthy remark. I told 
him I should send my answer the next day. On reflecting more atten- 
tively on the request that I would sign the two memorials which I had 
given in, it struck me that the complying with it pledged me to nothing, 
that it was merely gratifying them on a point insisted on peevishly, and 
that the doing it would put them still more in the wrong. 


As to the strange demand of an ultimatum, it was perfectly clear what 
it became me to say, and I hope that in the inclosed answer B, (which 
I sent yesterday morning at twelve o'clock) to M. Delacroix, I shall be 
found to have adhered as closely as possible to the spirit of my instruc- 
tions. | 


- 


| Yesterday evening, at half past nine, M. Guiraudet brought me the. 
note C, to which I immediately replied by the note D. They require 
no comment; and as I intend leaving Paris to-morrow, and travelling 
with all convenient speed, I shall so soon have it in my power to say 
the little which remains to say relative to this sudden, though perhaps 
: b | not 
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not 3 for close to my mission, that I need not trespass any fur- 
ther on your Lei 8 N 


I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


PP. 8. I thought | it wopls be. proper for His Majesty's Minister at 
Vienna to receive the earliest intelligence of the negotiation being broken 
off, I therefore have dispatched a messenger to Vienna with a copy of 
the several papers which have passed between me and Mons. Delacroix 
since our conference, and also a succinct account of what passed on it. 


The messenger left this place to-day at three, P. M. M. 
Right Hon. Lord Grenville, Sc. Fc. Ge. 


No. 31. 


3 28th Frimaire, (December 18) 5th Year. 


_ SIR, (A) 


THE Executive Directory has heard the reading of the official note 
signed by you, and of two confidential memorials without signatures, 
which were annexed to it, and which you gave in to me yesterday. I 
am charged expressly by the Directory to declare to you, that it cannot 
listen to any confidential note without a signature, and to require of you 
to give in to me, officially, within four and twenty hours, your ultimatum, 
Signed by you. 


Accept, Sir, the assurance of my high consideration. 


(signed) Cl. DELACROIxX. 
| No, 22. 
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Paris, 19th December, 1796. 
(8. 

LORD MALMESBURY, in answer to the letter which the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs had the goodness to transmit to him through the hands 
of the Secretary General of his department, must remark, that in signing 
the official note which he gave in to that Minister, by order of his Court, 
he thought he had complied with all the usual formalities, and had given 
the necessary authenticity to the two confidential memorials which were 
annexed to it. Nevertheless, to remove all difficulties, as far as lies in 
his power, he willingly adopts the forms which are pointed out by the 
resolution of the Executive Directory, and hastens to send to the Minister 

for Foreign Affairs the two memorials signed by his hand, | 


With respect to the positive demand of an ultimatum, Lord Malmes- 

bury observes that insisting on that point in so preremptory a manner, 

before the two powers shall have communicated to each other their res- 

pective pretensions, and that the articles of the future treaty shall have 

been submitted to the discussions which the different interests which are 
* . 


to be adjusted, necessarily demand, is to shut the door againt all negotia- 
tion. He, therefore, can add nothing to the assurances which he has 
already given to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, as well by word of 
mouth, as in his official note; and he repeats that he is ready to enter 
with that Minister into every explanation of which the state and progress 
of the negotiation may admit, and that he will not fail to enter into the 
discussion of the proposals of his Court, or if any counter project which * 
may be delivered to him, on the part of the Executive Directory, with 

that candour and that spirit of conciliation which correspond with the 

just and pacific sentiments of his court, 


Lord Malmesbury requests the Minister for Foreign Affairs to accept 
the assurances of his high consideration. | | 
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No. 83. 


(C.) 
THE undersigned Minister for Foreign Affairs is charged by the 
Executive Directory, to answer to Lord Malmesbury's two notes of the 
27th and 29th Frimaire (17th and 19th December, O. S.) that the Exe- 
cutive Directory will listen to no proposals, contrary to the Constitution, 
to the Laws, and to the treaty which bind the Republic. 


And as Lord Malmesbury announces at every communication, that he 
is in want of the opinion of his Court, from which it results that he acts 
a part merely passive in the negotiation, which renders his presence at 
Paris useless; the undersigned is further charged to give him notice to 
depart from Paris in eight and forty hours, with all the persons who have 
accompanied and followad him, and to quit, as expeditiously as possible, 
the territory of the Republic. The undersigned declares moreover, in the 
name of the Executive Directory, that if the British Cabinet is desirous of 
peace, the Executive Directory is ready to follow the negotiations, accord- 


ing to the basis laid down in the present note, by the reciprocal channel 


of couriers. 


(Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 


Paris, 29th Frimaire (19th December) 5th Year of 
the French Republic, One and Indivisible. 


No. 34. 


(D.) 
LORD MALMESBURY hastens to acknowledge the receipt of the 
note of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, dated yesterday. He is prepar- 
M ing 
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| LIST of PAPERS 
Presented 5 His MAJES TY's Command. 


1. Official Note from Lord Grenville to the Minister for F oreign 
| Affairs of the French Republic.—Dated Westminster, st 
June 1797. 


2. Official Note from the Minister for Foreign Affairs to Lord Gren- 
: ville, —Dated Paris, 16, Prairial, 5th Year of the French 
Republic. 


. Offelal Note from Lord 8 the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. —Dated Westminster, 8th June 1797. 


— 
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4. Official Note from the Minister for Foreign Affairs to Lord Ga 
ville. —Dated n 23 Frairial, *th ear. 


3. Passport. 


6. Official Note from Lord Grenville to the Minister for Foreign 
if Afﬀairs.—Dated Westminster, 17th June 1797. 


7. Official Note from the Minister for Foreign Affairs to Lord Gren- 
f ville.—Dated Paris, 2 Messidor. 


8. Official Note from Lord RD" to the Minister for Foreign 


 Aﬀairs.—Dated Westminster, 26th June 1797. 


9, Obey Note from the Minister for Forei Affairs to Lord Gren- 
- ville.—Dated Paris, 11 Messidor, 5th Year. | 


10. Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville, — 
| Lisle, 6th July, Thursday, Eight P. M. 1797. X 


7 Copy of the full Powers of the French Plenipotentiaries. 


12. Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville— 
Dated Lisle, Tuesday, 11th July 1727. 
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13. 

14. 
15. 
16. 


17. 


| 18. 


25. 


26, 


Copy of the Project delivered by Lord Malmesbury to the French 
Plenipotentiaries, 8th July 1797. 


Note from Lord Malmesbury to the French Plenipotentiaries,—Dated 
Lilse, the 8th July 1797. . 2 1 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord nnn 
Lisle, 21 Messidor, 5th Year. | 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to 1 rr —Dated 
Lisle, 22 Messidor, 5th Year. 


Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Grenville to Lord nn — 
Duated Downing Street, 13th July 1797. 


Extract of a Dispatch from Lord N to Lond Grenyille.— 
© Dated Lisle, 16th July 1797. V 


: Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Malmehury to Lord Grenville. — 


Dated Lisle, 16th July 1797. 


. Note from the French Matias to Lord — —Dated 


Liste, 27 Messidor, 5th Year. 


. Note from Lord Malmesbury to. the French Plenipotentiaries.— 


Dated Lisle, 15th of July 1797. 


. Note from the French e to Lok Malpeahuny—Dated 


Lisle, 27 Messidor, 5 ear. 


. Copy of a Dispatch from Lord, Greaville to . . — 


Dated Downing Street, 20th July 1797, 


: Wo of a Dispatch ** Lord. Grenville to 1 Mabnrobury.— ** 


Dated Downing Street, 20th July 1797. 


Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Malmerbury tp Lardb Grenville — 
Dated Lisle, 25th Joly 1797. 


Note from Lord Malmesbury s s F 58 Pens Boes 
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Lisle, 24th July. 1797. 1 
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27. Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville.— 
Dated Lisle, Sunday, 6th August 1797. 


28. Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord ä — ated 
Lisle, 17 Thermidor, 5th Year. 


29. Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord o — 
Dated Lisle, 14th August 1797. 


30. Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmesbury.— 
Dated Downing Street, 19th August 1797. 


31. Extract from the Message of the French Directory to the Council 
of Five Hundred, of the 9th August 1797. 


92. Copy of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville.— ' 
Dated Lisle, 22d August 1797. 


33. Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville.— . 
Dated Lisle, 22d August 1797. 


34, Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Malmecbury to Lord Grenville, — 
Dated Lisle, 29th August 1797. 


35. Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Greavilte. — 
Dated Lisle, 5th, September 1797. | 


36. Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville. | 
Dated Lisle, 9th September 1797. 


37. Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmesbury. — 
Dated Downing Street, September 11th 1797. 


38. Copy of a. Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville.— 
Dated Lide 11th September 1797. 


39, Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord e .— Dated 
Lisle, 25 Fructidor, 5th Year. 


40, Note from Lord Malmesbury to the French A N Dated 
Lisle, 12th — 179 59 
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33. 


34, 


Extract of a Dispatch from Lord Iss to Lord Grenville. — 
Dated Lisle, 17th September 1797. 


” opy of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville.- — 


Dated Lisle, 17th September 1797. 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord Malmesbury.—Dated 
Lisle, the 29th Fructidor, 5th Year. 


Note from Lord Malmesbury to the French Plenipotentiaries.—Dated 
Lisle, 16th September 1797. 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord Malmesbury. —Pated 
Lisle, 30 Fructidor, 5th Year. | 


Note from Lord Malmesbury to the French Plenipotentiaries. — Dated 


Lisle, 16th September 1797. 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord Malmesbury. —PDated 
Lisle, 30 Fructidor, 5th Y ear. 


Note from Lord Malmesbury to the French Plenipotentiaries. —Dated 
Lisle, Sunday, 17th September 1797. 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord Malmesbury Dated 
Lisle, Ist Complementary Day, 5th Year, 


Dispatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmesbury.—Dated Downing 
Street, 22d September 1797. 


Note from Lord Malmesbury to the French Plenipotentiaries, —Dated 
London, 22d September 1797, 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord Malmesbury.—Dated 
Lisle, 4th Vendemiaire, 5th Year. 


Note from the French Plenipotentiaries to Lord Malmedbury. — Dated 
Lisle, 10th Vendemiaire, 6th Year, 


Note from Lord Malmesbury to the French Plenipotentiaries. — Dated 


London, 5th October 1797. 


- 
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No. 1. 


THE signature of the preliminaries of a peace, the definitive conclu- 
sion of which is to put an end to the continental war, appears to afford 
to the two Governments of Great Britain and France a natural oppor- 
tunity and new facilities for the renewal of pacific negotiations between 


them: a part of the obstacles, which might have retarded this salutary 


work, no longer existing ; and the interests to be treated of being, after 
this event, neither so extensive nor so complicated as they were before. 


The Court of London, always des irous of employing such means as are 
best calculated to contribute to this object, so interesting to the happiness 
of the two nations, is unwilling to omit renewing to the French Govern- 
ment the assurance of the continuance of its dispositions on this subject. 
And the undersigned is authorized to propose to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs to enter without delay, and in such manner as shall be judged the 
most expedient, upon the discussion of the views and pretensions of each 
party for the regulation of the preliminaries of a peace, which may be 
definitively arranged at the future Congress. 


As soon as the form of this negotiation shall have been agreed upon, 
the British Government will be ready to concur in it, by taking on its 
part such nieasures as are the most proper for accelerating the re-esta- 
blishment of the public tranquillity. 

(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
_ Westmainster, June l, 1797. 


No. 2. 
THE undersigned Minister for Foreign Affairs of the French Repub- 


lic, lost no time in laying before the Executive Directory the note 
which was transmitted to him on the first of June (O. S.) by Lord 
| O Grenville, 


(32) 


Grenville, in the name of His Britannic Majesty. He is directed to 
answer it. 


The Executive my Sees with satisfaction the desire which the 
Cabinet of Saint James's expresses to put an end, at length, to the cala- 
mities of War.—It will receive with eagerness the overtures and „ 
which shall be made to it by the Court of England. 


The Executive Directory desires notwithstanding, chat the negotiations 
should be set on foot at once for a definitive treaty. This proceeding 
appears to the Directory preferable to a Congress, of which the result 


must be remote, and which does not correspond with the ardent desire 


that it has to re-establish, as quickly as possible, peace between the two 
| powers. 
| (Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 
Paris, 16 Prairial, 5th Year of the French Republic, 
one and indivisible. (June 4, 1797.) 


No. 8. 


THE Court of London has received, with the greateat een the 
assurances of the dispositions of the Executive Directory to entertain 
with eagerness the pacific overtures of Great Britain, as well as of its 
desire to re- establish, as soon as possible, peace between the two powers. 


Anxious to contribute to it in every thing which can depend upon 
itself, the British Government will not delay to send to Paris, or to such 
other place upon the Continent, as may be agreed upon, a Minister, to 


treat and conclude with the Plenipotentiary, who Shall be appointed] by 
the Executive Ty 


The 


( 53) 

The undersigned is directed to desire to know the wish of the Direc- 
tory, as to the place of the negotiation, in order that a speedy determina- 
tion may be taken here upon that subject; and to request the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs to send him, without delay, the necessary passports, - 
to enable the King's Plenipotentiary to repair immediately to his destina- 
tion. The question of signing preliminaries or definitive articles will 
necessarily depend upon the progress and turn of the negotiations, to 


which, on the part of Great Britain, will be brought the most sincere 
5 for the speedy re-establishment of peace. 


ley - (Signed) GRENVILLE. 
$A be. Tune 8, 17 7. | 


No. 4. 


THE Executive Directory of the French Republic has seen with satis- 
faction, by the official note of Lord Grenville, dated June 8th (O. S.), 
that the Court of London shews itself disposed to set on foot, without 
delay, the negotiation, for which it has lately made an oyerture. Filled 
with the same eagerness, convinced that the intentions of the British 
Government are such as it describes them, the Directory has directed 
the undersigned, Minister for Foreign Affairs, to transmit to Lord 
Grenville the necessary passports for a Minister furnished with full 


powers for the purpose of negotiating a deſinitive and separate treaty of 
peace with the French Republic. 


The 2 "ONE has fixed upon the Commune of Lisle as 
the place of meeting for the respective Plenipotentiaries. 

TR (Signed) © CH. DELACROIX. 

4 Paris, 23 Prairial, 5th Year of the i 

French Republic. (June 11. 1797.) 1 5 

* 
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No. 5. 


| Liberty, Equality. Fraternity, Union. 
In the Name of the French Republic. 


TO all officers civil and military, charged to maintain * order in 


the different departments of France, and to make the French name 
respected abroad. 


Allow to pass freely 


furnished with the full powers of His Britannick ans for the 
pur pose of negotiating,- concluding, and signing a deſinitive and sepa- 
rate treaty of peace with the French Republic, Native of, &c. &c. 


going to Lille, department of the North, the place appointed for the 
negotiation, 


without giving or suffering any hindrance * be given to him. 


This passport shall be in force for decades only. 
Given at Paris the 23 Prairial, 5th Year of the Republic, One 
and Indivisible. 
The Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
(Signed) - CH. DELACROIX. 
By the Minister, | 
| (signed) T. GUIRAU DET. 
No. 6. 


THE undersigned has received- from the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of the French Republic his official note, with the Passport which accom- 
panied it. 


The 


(35 ) 


The Court of London willingly accepts the proposal- of the French 
Government with respect to the place of negotiation, and consents that 
Lisle shall be appointed as the place of meeting for the respective Pleni- 
potentiaries :—lt being always understood, that the King's Plenipoten- 
tiary shall have liberty to dispatch his couriers directly from Lisle to 
Dover, by way of Calais; and that the English vessels, appointed for 
keeping up this communication, shall be allowed freely to go into, and 
come out of, the port of Calais, and to pass in perfect safety between 
that city and Dover. 


With respect to the passport, the undersigned finds himself under the 
necessity of remarking that the terms in which this instrument is drawn 
up, differ from the usual form, by the particular description which is 
inserted in them, of the nature and extent of the powers, and of the 
mission of the wa Plenipotentiary. 


This new form appears liable to produce, in many instances, consider- 
able inconvenience; and, according to the terms used in this particular 
instance, it would have the disadvantage of not answering onactly to the 
pawns and the mission of the 3 in . 


His full powers, drawn up in the BD form, will 3 every case; 3 
and without prescribing to him any particular mode of negotiation, will 
give him the most unlimited authority to conclude any articles or treaties, 
whether preliminary or definitive, as might best conduce to the speedy 
re- establishment of peace, which is the sole object of his mission. 


But the Court of London does not by any means make a point of con- 
cluding a preliminary treaty, and would prefer only that mode, whatever 
it may be, which shall be found the best calculated to accelerate the con- 
clusion of peace. 


P The 


| 
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The King's Plenipotentiary then will be equally ready, and authorized 


to begin the negotiation without delay, upon either footing; upon the 


footing of a preliminary treaty—or should such continue to be the wish 
of the Directory, upon that of a definitive treaty. 4h 


As to what regards the question of a separate wed would 
be no objection to settling, by a treaty of this kind, whatever relates 
to the respective interests of France and of Great Britain, as has been 
usually the practice in similar cases: but the King cannot allow any 
doubt to subsist as to his intention of providing for what is due to 
the interests of his Ally Her Most Faithful Majesty. And in pursuance 
of the same principles, His Majesty will not refuse to enter into such 
explanations with respect to the interests of Spain and Holland as may 


appear necessary for the re establishment of peace. 


After this frank and precise explanation, the British Government is 
persuaded that the Directory will not delay to transmit to them a pass- 
port for the British Plenipotentiary and his suite, in the usual form, and 
such as was sent in the month of October last for the mission 1 with which 
Lord Malmesbury was then charged. 


In this expectation, and for the rake of avoiding all delay, His Majesty 
has already made choice of the same Minister to represent him on this 
important occasion. And the undersigned is charged to enquire on 


what day the French Plenipotentiary will be at Lisle, in order that Lord 
NMalmesbury may arrive there at the same time. 


(Signed)  &GRENVILLE. 


Westminster, June 17, 1797. 


"NO. 7. 
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No. ; 4 


THE undersigned Minister for Foreign Affairs has laid before the 
Directory, immediately upon its receipt, the official note addressed to 
him by Lord Grenville, dated June 17, 1797 (O. S.) He loses no time 
in replying to it, according to the orders which he has received. 


The Direetory, partaking most zincerely in the pacific sentiments 
which His Britannic Majesty announces, and wishing to bring the nego- 
tiations as quickly as possible to a happy issue, persists in requiring that 
the respective Plenipotentiaries shall begin immediately upon their meet- 
ing to treat of a definitive treaty. The Directory accepts, with satis- 
faction, the consent. of His Britannic Majesty upon this subject, expressed 
in the note of Lord Grenville. 


The Directory consents that His Britannic Majesty shall make, by 
his Plenipotentiary, such proposals or Stipulations as . he. shall think 
proper for Her. Most Faithful. Majesty, as in return the Plenipotentiaries 
of the Republic will do for their Allies his Catholic * and the 


Batavian Republic. 


The Directory consents that the negotiation shall be opened with Lord 
Malmesbury. Another choice would, however, have appeared to the 
Directory to augur more favourably for the speedy eonelusion of peace. 


The Directory requires that it shall be established as a principle, that 
each English packet boat, whieh shall have brought over either the Ple- 
nipotentiary or a courier, shall return without delay, and shall not be 
allowed to make any stay. The Directory will give orders that a French 
packet boat shall be furnished without delay, to each of the couriers 
whom the Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty shall dispatch. The 
Difectory desires, at the same time, that the couriers should not be sent 

| too 
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too ſrequently ; the frequent Sending of them having been one of the 


principal causes of the rupture of the former negotiation, 


After the above explanation, it becomes unnecessary to transmit to 
Ln Grenville a new passport ; the restrictions which he apprehended 


were to be found in Gat * has been addressed to Mn. belngientinely 
done away. | | | 


The French Plenipotentiaries will have arrived at Lisle by the time at 
which Lord Malmesbury can himself be there, | 


9 8 (Signed) | CH. DELACROIX, 
hk: 2 Messidor, (June 20, 1797.) | 11 1 5 | 


No. 8. 


THE undersigned has laid before the King the official note of the 
French Goyernment, which he received the 23d of the present month. 


As to the two first articles of this note both parties are agreed. On 
this point therefore there is nothing to be added to the explanations 
already given; in consequence of which explanations Lord Malmesbury 
will, without delay, proceed to Lisle to enter into a negotiation with the, 
French Plenipotentiaries for the completion of a definitive treaty. The 
remark of the Directory upon the choice which His Majesty has thought 


fit to make of his Plenipotentiary, being ry of a nature not to 
* any answer. 


The British Government agrees to the arrangement propched for the 
packet boats; provided that a French packet boat shall be furnished re- 
gularly, and without the least delay, for each courier which the British 

Plenipotentiary 


(39). 


Plenipotentiary shall find it necessary to dispatch: the exercise of his 
incontestible right in this respect being to be governed by his own dis- 
cretion only, with a view to bringing the negotiation with which he is 
charged, to a speedy and successful end. | 


With regard to the rupture of the last negotiation, the circumstances 
and the motives of it are known to all Europe; and it is not at the 
moment of entering into a new pacific discussion that the British Go- 
vernment conceives it can be of any use to recall them to recollection. 


Lord Malmesbury will set out from London on the 30th of this month 
to proceed to Calais; from whence he will arrange his departure accord- 
ing to the notification he may receive of the day on which the French 
Ministers may reach Lisle. 


(Signed) GRENVILLE. 


Westminster, June 26, 1797. 


No. 9.. 


THE undersigned Minister for Foreign Affairs lost no time in laying 

before the Executive Directory the official note addressed to him by 
Lord Grenville, dated the 21st June (O. S.) 8th of the present * 
Messidor. 


In answer to this note, he has the honour to declare to Lord Grenville, 
that the Plenipotentiaries charged by the Directory with the negotiation, 
are already assembled at Lisle, and that the conferences may be set on 
foot as soon as the Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty shall have 
arrived there. Provision has been made that there shall never be a want 
of packet boats for the couriers * he shall, think proper to send to 
London. 


* 2 


2 The 
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The undersigned at the same time apprizes Lord Grenville, that a 
copy of this note will be delivered to Lord Malmesbury on his arrival 
at Calais, in order that there may be nothing to hinder his immediate 
departure for Lisle. 


(Signed) CH. DELACROIX. 


Paris, 11 Messidor, 5th year. 
(June 29, 1797.) 


No. 10. 


EXTRACT of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville, 
dated Lisle, July 6th, Thursday, 8 P. M. 1797. 


My Lord, 


HAVING had this morning my first conference with the French Ple- 


nipotentiaries, and having mutually exchanged our full powers, I think 
it my duty to dispatch a messenger, in order that His Majesty may have 


the earliest information of this circumstance. My dispatch however must 


be confined to this alone, as nothing whatever has yet passed relative to 
the negotiation itself. | 


No. 11, 


(61) 


No. 11. 
Equality. Liberty. 
EXTRACT from the 3 of the: Deliberations of the Executive 
Directory. 


Paris, the 30th Priarial, 5th Year of the French Republic 
One and Indivisible. 


THE Executive Directory, after having heard the report of the Mini- 
ster for Foreign Affairs, decrees as follows: 


The citizen Letourneur, heretofore member of the Executive Direc- 
tory, Pleville le Pelley, and Maret, are authorized to negotiate with the 
Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty, the treaty of peace to be 
concluded between the French Republic and Great Britain. The Direc- 
tory gives them the necessary full powers for agreeing upon and signing 
the articles of the treaty to be made. They shall conform themselves to 
the instructions which have been or shall be given to them by the Exe- 
cutive Directory, to whom they shall render an account of the progress 
and of the issue of the negotiation. 


They are equally authorized, and under the same conditions, to stipu- 
late for the Allies of the Republic, His Catholi Majesty, and the Ba- 
tavian Republic. 

The citizen Colchen, appointed Secretary General to the French lega- 


tion, is authorized to assist at the conferences, to afford the information 
which shall be required of him, and to take a note of what shall be 


agreed upon and settled. 
The present decree shall not be printed for the present. 


A true Copy. 
The President of the Executive Directory, 
CARNOT. 


By the Executive Directory, the Secretary General, 
LAGARDE. 


No. 12. 
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No. 12. 


EXTRACTS of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville, 
dated Lisle, July 11, 1797. 


I HAD the honor in my last, by Brooks of the 6th instant, to inform 
your Lordship of my arrival here, of the manner in which I had been 


received, and of my having, in the usual form, exchanged my full pow-. 
ers with the French Plenipotentiaries. 


On Friday the 7th at noon we held our second conference. 


] opened this second conference with the French Plenipotentiaries, by 
Saying, that I myself had no observations to make on their full powers, 
which appeared to be conformable to those usually given by the Direc- 
tory to their Plenipotentiaries, and of course must be considered as suf- 
ficient for the purposes expressed in them; that I, however, had trans- 
mitted them by a messenger to my court, and reserved to myself the 


right of communicating any objections or remarks which I might receive 
by the return of my messenger, relative to them, 


M. le Tourneur, to whom, as president of the commission, I addressed 
myself, replied, that they had taken precisely the same steps as myself; 
that they considered the full powers J had given in, as in due form, and 
sufficient; but that they also reserved to themselves the same right, in 


regard to instructions they might receive from. the Directoy on this sub- 
ject, as I had claimed in regard to my court, 


To this, of course, I assented. 


On Saturday the 8th instant, 1 gave in the projet precisely as I had 


received it from your Lordship ; a copy of which (A), as it is translated 
into French, I think it my duty to inclose, 


One 


( 63 ) 


One of the French” Plenipotentiaries proposed that some time should 


be given them to take the proposals I had made into consideration, and 


begged of me, merely for the sake of accuracy, and to help their me- 
mory, that I would be good enough either to let M. Colchen put down 
on paper, or myself send them a note containing the words with which 
I wished the articles left in blank to be filled up. I readily acquiesced in 
the latter mode, and An on _ retnrn sent them the inclosed 
note (B). | | 


On Sunday evening, I received the inclosed note (C) from the French 


Plenipotentiaries, and in consequence of it went to the proposed con- 


ference yesterday. 


One of the French Plenipotentiaries informed me on the 5ubject of 
the projet I had given them, and the note with which I had accompanied 
it, that as these papers contain many points on which their instructions 
did not enable them to answer, they had, after having giving them a very 
serious attention, sent them, with such observation as they had thought 
it their duty to make on them, to the Directory, and that the moment 
they received an answer, they would communicate it to me. But that 
in the meanwhile not to delay the progress of the negotiation, they wished 
that several points which he termed insulated, but which, though not 
referred to in our projet, were, he said, mseparably connected with the ge- 
neral subject of peace, might be discussed and got rid of now, if I had no 
objection, and that it was with this view they had requested me to meet 
them. — On my not expressing any disapprobation to this mode of pro- 
ceeding, One of the French Plenipotentiaries began, by saying, that 
in the preamble of the treaty the title of King of France was used; that 
this title they contended could no longer be insisted on, the abolition of 
it was in a manner essential to the full acknowledgment of the French 
Republic, and that as' it was nearly titular as far as related to His Ma- 


jesty, but quite otherwise in the sense in which it applied to them, he 


hoped it would not be considered as an important concession. 
I informed 
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I informed him, that on all former occasions a separate article had been 
agreed to, which appeared to me to answer every purpose they required, 
and which it was my intention, as the treaty advanced, to have proposed, 
as proper to make part of this. The article, (the first of the separate 
ones in the treaty of 1783) was then read; but they objected to it as not 
fully meeting their views. It was to the title itself, as well as to any 
right which might be supposed to arise from it, that they objected. I 
could scarce allow myself to treat this mode of reasoning seriously. I en- 
deavoured to make them feel that it was cavilling for a mere word; that 
it was creating difficulties where non existed; and that if all the French 
Monarchs in the course of three centuries had allowed this to stand in 
the preamble of all treaties and transactions between- the two coun- 
tries, I could not conceive, after its having been used for so long a period 
without any claim or pretension being set forth in consequence of it, how it 
could now affect either the dignity, security or importance of the Republic; 
that in fact such titles have ever been considered as indefeasable, and as 
memorials and records of former greatness, and not as pretensions to 
present power; and 1 quoted the titles of the Kings of Sardinia and 
Naples, &c. as examples exactly in point. I argued however in vain. 
They treated it very gravely, and made so strong a stand upon it, that 
I could not avoid taking it for reference, which 1 thought it better to do, 
than feeling as I did at the many. to yu. the conversation farther. 


The second insulated point was a very material one indeed, and which, 
although it has been adverted to as a proposal that might possibly be 
brought forward, I confess came upon me unexpectedly.—lIt was to ask 


either a restitution of the ships taken and destroyed at Toulon, or an 


equivalent for them. They grounded this claim on the preliminary de- 
claration made by Lord Hood on his taking possession of Toulon; and 
on the eighth article of the declaration of the committee of the sections 
to him. They said, peace they hoped was about to be re- established; 

that His Majesty, in acknowledging the Republic, admitted that a sove- 
reignty 


4 
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reignty existed in the French Government; and of course that the ships, 
held only as a deposit by England till this legal authority was admitted, 

ought now to be restored. I replied that this claim was so perfectly un- 
looked for, that it was impossible for me to have been provided for it in 
my instructions, and that I could therefore only. convey my own private 
sentiments on it, which were, that they could not have devised a step 
more likely to defeat the great end of our mission. One of the French 
Plenipotentiaries said, that he sincerely hoped not; that without a resti- 
tution of the ships an equivalent might be found to effect the purpose 
desired, since their great object was that something should appear to 
prove that this just demand had not been overlooked by them, and was 
not left unsatified by us. I told him fairly I did not see where this equi- 
valent was to be found, or how it could be appreciated; and that consi- 
sidering the great advantages France had already obtained by the war, 


and those she was likely to obtain from the act of condescension I had 


already intimated His Majesty was disposed to make in order to restore 
peace, I was much surprized and deeply concerned at what I heard. 
I trusted, therefore, that this very inadmissible proposal would be with- 
drawn. They said it was not in their power; and one of them, from a 
w1itten paper before him, which he said were his instructions, read to 
me words to the effect I have already stated. 


Their third question was as to any mortgage we might have upon the 
Low Countries, in consequence of money lent to the Emperor by 
Great Britain They wished to know if any such existed, since as they 
had taken the Low Countries charged with all their incumbrances, they 
were to declare that they should not consider themselves bound to an- 
swer any mortgage given for money lent to the Emperor, for the purpose 
of carrying on war against b 


I told them that without replying to this question, supposing the case 
to exist, the exception they required should have been stated in their 
| treaty 
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treaty with the Emperor, and could not at all be mixed up in the ours ; 
that if they had taken the Low Countries as they stood charged with all 
their incumbrances, there could be no doubt what these words meant, 

and that if no exception was stated in the first instance, none could be 
made with a retro-active effect. 


The French Plenipotentiaries, however, were as tenacious on this point 


as on the other two; and as I found to every argument I used that they 


constantly opposed their instructions, I had nothing to do but to desire 
that they would give me a written paper stating their three claims, in 
order that I might immediately transmit it to your Lordship, and on 
this being promised, our conference broke up. 


Between four and five P. M. yesterday, I received the inclosed note 
(D), and I have lost no time since it is in my possession in preparing to 
send away a messenger, as independent of the disagreeable subjects brought 
forward in this last conference, and which it is material should be com- 
municated without delay. I am anxious His Majesty should be informed 
of what has passed in general up to this day, as it may perhaps fur- 
nish some ideas as to the possible event of the negotiation. 


No. 13. A. 


Project of a Treaty of Peace. 


Bz it known to all those whom it shall or may in any manner concern. 
The most Serene and most Potent Prince George the Third, by the grace 
of God, King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Duke of Bruns- 
wick and Lunenburgh, Arch Treasurer and Elector of the Holy Roman 
Empire, and the Executive Directory of the French Republic, being 
equally desirous to put an end to the war, which has for some time past 


subsisted 


(67) 


subsisted between the dominions of the two parties, have named and 
constituted for their Plenipotentiaries, charged with the concluding and 
signing of the definitive treaty of peace; viz. the King of Great Britain, 
the Lord Baron of Malmesbury, a Peer of the Kingdom of Great Bri- 
tain, Knight of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Privy Coun- 
_ cillor to His Britannic Majesty; and the Executive Directory of the 
French Republic, 

who, after having exchanged their respective full powers, have agreed 
upon the following articles : 


— 


I. 


As soon as this treaty shall be signed and ratiſied, there shall be an 
universal and perpetual peace as well by sea as by land, and a sincere and 
constant friendship between the two contracting parties, and their domi- 
nions, and territories, and people, witliout exception of either places or 
Persons; so that the high contracting parties shall give the greatest at- 
tention to the maintaining between themselves and their said dominions, 
territories, and people, this reciprocal friendship and intercourse, without 
permitting hereafter, on either part, any kind of hostilities to be com- 
- mitted either by sea or by land, for any cause, or under any pretence 
whatsoever. There shall be a general oblivion and amnesty of every 
thing which may have been done or committed by either party towards 
the other before or since the commencement of the war; and they shall 
carefully avoid for the future every thing which might prejudice the 
union happily re-established. 


Immediately after the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, 
orders shall be sent to the armies and squadrons of both parties to stop 
all hostilities ; and for the execution of this article, sea passes shall be 
given on each side to the ships dispatched to carry the news of peace to 
the possessions of the two parties, 
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present treaty of peace. 


( 68 ) 
u. 


The treaties of peace of Nimeguen of 1678 and 1679, of Ryswick 
of 1697, and of Utrecht of 1713; that of Baden of 1714; that of the 
triple alliance of the Hague of 1717; that of the quadruple alliance of 
London of 1718; the treaty of peace of Vienna of 1736 ; the definitive 
treaty of Aix la Chapelle of 1748 ; the definitive treaty of Paris of 
1763; and that of Versailles of 1783, serve as a basis and foundation to 
the peace, and to the present treaty. And for this purpose they are all 


_ renewed and confirmed in the best form, so that they are to be exactly 


observed for the future in their full tenour, and religiously executed by 
both parties in all the points which shall not be derogated from by the 


III. 


All the prisoners taken on either side, as well by land as by sea, and 
the hostages carried away or given during the war, shall be restored, 
without ransom, in six weeks at latest, to be computed from the day 


of the exchange of the ratifications of the present treaty.— Each party 


respectively discharging the advances which shall have been made for the 
subsistence and maintenance of their prisoners in the country where they 
Shall have been detained, according to the receipts, attested accounts, 
and other authentic vouchers, which shall be furnished on each side; and 
security shall be reciprocally given for the payment of the debts which 
the prisoners may have contracted in the countries where they may have 
been detained, until their entire release. 


IV. 


With respect to the rights of fishery on the coasts of the island of 
Newfoundland, and of the islands adjacent, and in the Gulph of Saint 
Lawrence, the two parties shall return to the same situation in which 
they stood respectively, according to the treaties and engagements sub- 


sisting 


6 


(09) 


sisting at the period of the commencement of the war. And with this 
view, His Majesty consents to restore to France, in full right, the islands 
of Saint Pierre and Miquelon. 


V. 


The same principle of the state of possession before the war, is adopted 
by mutual consent, with respect to all other possessions and rights on 
both sides, in every part of the world; save only the exceptions which 
are stipulated by the subsequent articles of this treaty. And, to this 
intent, all possessions or treaties which have or may have been con- 
quered by one of the parties from the other (and not specially excepted 


in this treaty), shall be restored to the party to whom they belonged at 
the commencement of the present war. 


VI. | 

From this principle of mutual restitution, the two parties have * 
to except 
which shall remain to His Britannic Majesty in full — 


VII. 


In all the cases of restitution provided by the present treaty, the 
fortresses shall be restored in the same condition in which they now are, 
and no injury shall be done to any works that have been constructed 
since the conquest of them. | 


VIII. 


It is also agreed, that in every case of restitution or cession provided 
by any of the articles of this treaty, the term of three years from the 
date of the notification of the treaty, in the respective territory or place 
restored or ceded, shall be allowed to persons of whatever description, 

residing 
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residing or being in the said territory or place, possessed of property 
therein under any title existing before the war, or which has since de- 


volved to them by the laws then existing; during which term of three 
years they shall remain and reside unmolested in the exercise of their 
religion, and in the enjoyment of their possessions and effects, upon the 
conditions and titles under which they so acquired the same, without 
being liable in any manner, or under any pretence, to be prosecuted or 
sued for their past conduct, except as to the discharge of just debts to 
individuals; and that all those who, within the time of months 
after the notification of this treaty, shall declare to the Government then 
established, their intention to withdraw themselves, or their effects, and 
to remove to some other place, shall have and obtain within one month 
after such declaration, full liberty to depart and to remove their effects, 


or to sell and dispose of the same, whether moveable or immoveable, at 


any time within the said period of three years, without any restraint or 
hindrance, except on account of debts at any time contracted, or of 


any criminal prosecution for acts done subsequent to the notification of 


this treaty. 1 
IX. 


As it is necessary to appoint a certain period for the restitutions 


herein-before stipulated, it is agreed, that the same shall take place in 


Europe within (one month), in Africa and America within (three 
months), and in Asia within (six months), after the ratification of the 
present treaty. 


; 


For preventing the revival of the law suits which have been ended in 
the territories to be restored by virtue of this treaty, it is agreed, that 
the judgements in private causes pronounced in the last resort, and which 
have acquired the force of matters determined, shall be confirmed and 


executed according to their form and tenour. 1 


(71) 
L | XI. 


The decision of the prizes and seizures of ships and their cargoes taken 
at sea or. seized in the ports of either country, prior to the hostilities, 
shall be referred to the respective courts of justice; so that the legality 
of the said prizes and seizures shall be decided according to the law of 
nations, and to treaties, in the courts of Justice of the nation which shall 
have made the capture, or ordered the seizures. And in order to prevent 
all causes of complaint and dispute which may arise on account of prizes 
which may be made at sea after the signing of this treaty, it is recipro- 
cally agreed that the vessels and effects which may be taken in the British 
Channel and in the North Seas, after the space of twelve days, to be 
computed from the exchange of tlie ratifications of this treaty, shall be 
restored on each side: — that the term shall be one month from the 
Britisgh Channel and the North Seas, as far as the Canary Islands, inclu- 
sively, whether in the Ocean, or in the Mediterranean: two months 
from the said Canary Islands as far as the Equinoctial Line or Equa- 
tor: three months from the Equator to any part to the westward of the 
Cape of Good Hope, and the eastward of Cape Horn :—and, lastly, 
five months in all other parts of the world, without any exception or any 
more particular RES of time or place. 


XII. 


The Allies of the two parties, that is to say, Her Most Faithful 
Majesty as Ally of His Britannic Majesty, and His Catholic Majesty and 
the Batavian Republic as Allies of the French Republic, shall be invited 
by the two contracting parties to accede to this peace on the terms and 
conditions specified in the three following articles; the execution of 
which the said two contracting parties reciprocally guarantee to each 
other, being thereto respectively authorized by their above-mentioned 
Allies:—and the two- contracting parties further agree, that if their 
Alles respectively shall not have 50 acceded within the space of two 

T months 
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months after the exchange of the ratifications of this treaty, the party 
so refusing to accede, shall not receive from its Ally any aid or succour 
of any nature during the further continuance of the war. 
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XIII. 


His Britannic Majesty engages to conclude a definitive peace with 
His Catholic Majesty on the footing of the state of possession before the 
war, with the exception of 
which shall remain in full sovereignity to His 


«gs 


Britannic Majesty. 
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XIV. 


His Britannic Majesty in like manner engages to conclude a definitive 
peace with the Batavian Republic on the same footing of the state of 
possession before as war, with the exception of 

which Shall remain to His 
Britannic Majesty i in full Sovereignty, and of 
which shall be ceded to His t in exchange for 
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In consideration of these restitutions, to be hereby made by His 
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5 hBritannic Majesty, all property belonging to the Prince of Orange, in the 
ö | month of December 1794, and which has been seized and confiscated 
0 since that period, shall be restored to him, or a full equivalent in money 


3 given him for the same. And the French Republic further engages to 
15 Procure for him, at the general peace, an adequate compensation for the 
| 16 loss of his offices and dignities in the United Provinces; and the persons 
. who have been imprisoned or banished, or whose property has been 
| sequestered or confiscated in the said Republic, on account of their 
attachment to the interests. of the House of Orange, or to the former 
Government of the United Provinces, shall be released, and shall be at. 
lberty to return to their country, and to reside therein, and to enjoy 
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their property there, conforming themselves to the Laws and Constitu- 
tion there established. 


XV. 


The French Republic engages to conclude a definitive peace with Her 
Most Faithful Majesty on the same footing, of the state of possession 


before the war, and without any further demand or burthensome condi- 
tion being made on either side. 


XVI. 


All the stipulations contained in this treaty, respecting the time and 
manner of making the restitutions therein mentioned, and all the privileges 
thereby reserved to the inhabitants or proprietors in the islands or terri- 
tories restored or ceded, shall apply in like manner to the restitutions to 
be made by virtue of any of the three last articles, viz. the XIIIth, 
XIV th, and XVth, except in those instances where the same may be 
derogated from by the mutual consent of the parties concerned. 


XVII. 


All former treaties of peace between the respective parties, to whom 
the said three articles relate, and which subsisted and were in force at 
the commencement of Hostilities between them respectively, shall be 
renewed, except in such instances only where the same may be derogated 
from by mutual consent ; and the articles of this treaty for the restora- - 
tion of prisoners, the cessation of Hostilities, and the decision relative 
to prizes and seizures, shall equally apply to the respective parties to 
whom the said three articles relate, and shall be held to be in full force 


between them, as soon as they shall respectively and in due form have 
acceded to this treaty. 


XVIII. 
All sequestrations, imposed by any of the parties named in this treaty 
on * rights, properties, or debts, of individuals belonging to any other 
of 
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of the said parties, Shall be taken off, and the property of whatever kind 
shall be restored in the fullest manner to the lawful owner; or just com- 
pensation be made for it: and all complaints of injury done to private 
property, contrary to the usual practice and rules of war, and all claims 
of private rights or property which belonged to individuals at the periods 
of the commencement of hostilities respectively, between the said par- 
ties, viz. Great Britain and Portugal on the one side, and France, Spain, 


and Holland, on the other; and which ought, according to the usual 


practice and laws of nations, to revive at the period of peace, shall be 
received, heard, and decided, in the respective courts of justice of the 
different parties; and full justice therein shall be done by each of the 
said parties to the subjects and people of the other, i in the same manner 
as to their own subjects or people. 


And if any complaint should arise respecting the execution of this 
article, which complaint shall not be settled by mutual agreement be- 
tween the respective Governments within twelve months after the same 
shall have been preferred to them, the same shall be determined by sworn 
commissioners to be appointed on each side, with power to call in an 
arbitrator of any indifferent nation; and the decision of the said commis- 


sioners shall be binding, and without appeal. 


XIX. 


His Britannic Majesty and the French Republic promise to observe 
Sincerely, and bona fide, all the articles contained and established in the 
present treaty ; and they will not suffer the same to be infringed, directly 


or indirectly, hy their respective subjects ; and the said contracting par- 


ties guarantee to each other, generally and reciprocally, all the sti pulations 
of the present treaty. 


XX. 
The solemn ratifications of the present treaty, prepared in good and 


due 
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due form, shall be exchanged in : between the 


contracting parties, in the space of a month, or sooner if possible, to be 
computed from the day of the signature of the present treaty. 


In witness whereof, 8c. &c. 


No. 14. 


(B.) 

THE Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty has the 
honor of presenting to the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Repub- 
lic, in consequence of the wish expressed by them in the conference of 
this morning, the following note, which he requests them at the same 
time to consider, not so much in the light of an official paper, as of a 
verbal and confidential communication, and as a proof of his readiness to 
facilitate the progress of the negotiation, by giving them, on the very 


outset, all the explanations in his power on the projet of the treaty which 
he has delivered to them. 


If, as the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have 
assured him, it is contrary to their most positive instructions to enter into 
any discussion relative to the cession of those possessions which belonged 
to France before the war, it is useless to dwell on the VIth article: since 
the compensations which His Britannic Majesty might have demanded by 
that article, in return for the restitutions which he is disposed to make 
for the re- establishment of peace, must, in consequence of this declara- 


tion, he sought for in the cessions to be made by His Catholic Majesty, 
and the Batavian Republic. 


Lord Malmesbury therefore proposes to insert in the XIIIth article, 
after the words status ante bellum, the following words: With the 


U | exception 
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© exception of the Island of Trinidad, which shall remain in full posses- 
sion to His Britannic Majesty.“ 


Lord Malmesbury imagines that it is unnecessary for him to repeat the 
reasons which induce him to insist upon the retaining of this conquest, 
unless compensation should be made for it by some other cession which 
shall balance the augmentation of power accruing to France, from the 


acquisition of the Spanish part of St. Domingo. 


With regard to the XIVth article, Lord Malmesbury proposes, that 


after the words status ante bellum, should be added, With the excep- 


e tion of the town fort, and establishment of the Cape of Good Hope, 
e and of the possessions which belonged to the Dutch before the war in 


„ the Island of Ceylon, and of the town and fort of Cochin, which shall 


be ceded to His Britannic Majesty i in exchange for the town of Nega- 
e patnam and its dependencies.” 


Lord Malmesbury repeats to the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French 
Republic the assurance of his readiness to concur with them, in every 
thing which shall depend on him, to bring the negotiation to a happy 
issue; and requests of them, at the same time, to accept the assurances 
of his high consideration. 


(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


Lisle, July 8, 1797. 


No. 15. 


"We; 

THE Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have received 
the note which the Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty did 
them the honour of addressing to them yesterday. They will give to it, 

N as 
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as well as to the project of a treaty to which it relates, the most serious 

attention.. In the mean time, though they are not yet enabled to com- | 
municate to Lord Malmesbury the remarks to which these two papers 3 
appear to them liable, they think it their duty to propose to him a con- = 
ference to-morrow, at one o'clock, if that hour is agreeable to him, in order 

to treat with him on distinct points, the discussion of which may be en- 

tered upon separately, and which may be proceeded in without delay. 


They request Lord Malmesbury to accept the assurances of their high 


consideration. 4 


(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. | . 

| PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. x 

HUGUES B. MARET. © 5 

Liste, 21 Messidor, 5th Vear of the 1 
Republic, (July 9th, 1797.) 


COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 


No. 16. 
(D.) 

THE Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic lose no time 
in complying. with the wish expressed to them by the Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of His Britannic Majesty, by transmitting to him a note on 
the three points which were the subject of their conference of this day. 


1. They have positive orders to require the renunciation of the title 
of King of France borne by His Britannic Majesty, 


Lord Malmesbury is requested to observe that the question is not only 
of a renunciation of the rights which might be pretended to be derived 
from this title, but farther and formally of the title itself. The esta- 
blishment of the French Republic, and' the acknowledgement of this 
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form of Government by the King of England, will not allow of his re- 
taining a title which would __y the existence in France of an order of 
things which is at an end. | 
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2. The Ministers Plenipotentiary of the Republic are ordered to de- 
mand the restitution of the Vessels taken or destroyed at Toulon. 


| Great Britain has publicly and formally declared that these vessels 

were taken in trust for the King of France. This trust is sacred. It 

incontestably belongs to the Republic, which exercises the rights and 

the sovereignty that Great Britain attributed to Louis XVII. at the 

period of the capture of 'Toulon. His Britannic Majesty cannot, there- 

fore, in acknowledging the French Republic, deny its right to the resti- * — 
tution required, or refuse either to make tlie restitution, or to offer an 

equivalent for it. | 
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3. The Ministers Plenipotentiary have orders to demand, and do de- 
mand, the renunciation, on the part of his Britannic MaJenty; of the 
mortgage on Belgium. + $- © 


That country was mage for the loans made by the Emperor in 
England. It has become an integral part of the French Republic, and 
cannot remain burthened with such a mortgage. 


The Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic request Lord 
Malmesbury to accept the assurance of their high consideration. 


(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 


| HUGUES B. MARET. 
Lisle, le 22 Messidor, 5th Year 


of the Republic. (July 10, 1797.) 
COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 


No. 17. 
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No. 17. 


" EXTRACT of a Dispatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmesbury, 


dated Downing Street, July 13, 1797. 


WITH respect to the demands contained in the note transmitted to 
your Lordship by the French Ministers, they have been naturally re- 
ceived here with great surprize. On the subject of the Netlierlands, as 
connected with the Austrian loans, it is conceived that any explanation 
between His Majesty and the French Government is wholly unnecessary. 
The loans raised in England for the service of the Emperor of Germany, 
and guaranteed by act of parliament here, rest, as your Lordship will 
perceive, by the annexed copy of the convention on that subjeet, upon 
the security of all the revenues of all the hereditary dominions of His 
Imperial Majesty. They do not seem in any manner to come under the 
description contained in the sixth article of the preliminaries between 
Austria and France, respecting mortgages upon the soil of the Nether- 
lands, on which ground alone France could have any pretence to inter- 


fere in the business. Nor is this subject one which appears to be in any 
manner a fit point of discussion between His Majesty and the Republic; 


the King neither forms nor has any intention of forming any demand on 
the French Government for the payment of any part either of the in- 
teregt or capital of those loans. It is to the Emperor alone that His 
Majesty looks for the performance of His Imperial Majesty's engage- 
ments to him, and it is upon the Austrian Government, and upon its 


revenues, that individuals concerned in those loans have claims of pri- 


vate right, and means of personal demand secured to them by the con- 
vention. 15 


On the other troy: points I have nothing to add to the observations 
which your Lordship has already made upon them; and we can there- 
fore only wait with 4mpatience for the answer to the projet delivered by 

| X your 
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your Lordship, which will enable us to form a judgement on the inten- 
tions of the Government with whom we are treating, 


Right Honourable Lord Malmesbury. 


No. 18. 


EXTRACT of a Dispatch from Lord Malmeebury to Lord Grenville, 
; dated Lisle, 16th July, 1797. 


IT was at the express invitation of the French Plenipotentiaries that I 
met them on Thursday the 13th instant; one of them stated their 
motive for wishing to confer with me, not to be in consequence of any 
answer they had received from Paris on the subject of the projet, which 
he observed could not be expected so soon, but to resume the discussion 
on the article which he had objected: to on my first reading the projet, 
and on which they conceived it was possible and even expedient to argue 
before we entered on the more important branches of the negotiation. 


It was article II. that he referred to. He objected to the renewal of 


the treaties therein mentioned from various reasons; first, that many 
and even most of them were irrelevant to that we were now negotiating; 
secondly, that they were in contradiction to the new order of things 
established in France, as they seem to imply an acknowledgement that 
a portion of the regal authority is: still existing; thirdly, that they 
might be supposed to apply to conventions and stipulations, in direct 
contradiction to their present form of Goverment, and he quoted the 
convention of Pilnitz in particular. I was about to reply to him, and 
I trust in a way that would have done away his apprehensions on this 
point, when another of them interposed by saying, that their sincere 
and only desire was that tlie treaty we were now entering upon might 
be so framed, as to secure permanently the hore © for which it was in- 
tended ; 
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tended ; that no article likely to produce this end might be omitted 
nor any doubtful one inserted; but that the whole, as well with regard 
to the past as to the future, might be so clearly and distinctly expressed, 
that no room for cavil might be left. This he assured me, in the name 
of his colleagues, was all that was meant by their objection to renew so 
many treaties in which such various interests were blended, and so many 
points discussed foreign to the present moment. Their renewing them 
in a lump, and without examining carefully to what we were pledged 
by them, might involve us in difficulties much better to be avoided. I 
replied, that J admitted most certainly all he said, and that it was with 
this view and on this principle solely, that the renewal of these treaties 


was proposed by His Majesty; and that if he recollected (as he undoubt- 


edly did) the different wars which were. terminated by these treaties, and 
the many important regulations stipulated by them, he would admit that 


the allowing them to remain in their full force was simply an acknow- 


ledgement of the tenure by which almost all the sovereigns of Europe, 
and particularly the French Republic, held their dominions up to this 
day. That these treaties were become the law of nations, and that 
infinite confusion would result from their not being renewed. 


He replied, that our object was evidently the same, that we only 
differed as to the manner. I thought the renewing these treaties in toto 
would the best contribute to it; while they were inclined to think, that 
extracting from them every thing which immediately related to the in- 
terests of the two countries, and Stating it in one article, was more 
likely to attain this desirable object. 7 he French Minister again re- 
peated, that their first wish was, that the treaty we were now making 
.Should be clear, distinct, solid, and lasting, and such a one as could not, 


at any future period, be broken through without a manifest violation of 


good faith. And I again repeated, that nothing could be so consonant 
to my orders, or the intentions of my Royal Master. 
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One of the French Plenipotentiaries was disposed to dwell on his ob- 
jections, which were, that these treaties were signed when France was 
a monarchy, and that any retrospect to those times implied a sort of 
censure on their present form of Government; but this was arguing on 
such weak ground, and so incapable of being seriously maintained, that 
I, to avoid superfluous contradiction, was very willing to let it pass un- 
noticed. After a good deal of very conciliatory, and even amicable 
discussion, in which, however, neither party gave much way to the 

other, it was proposed by them that we should return home, to meet 
again as soon as was convenient after an attentive and deliberate perusal 
of these treaties, in order to state respectively our ideas on this subject. 
J observed, that although I was perfectly prepared to do it at the 
moment, and felt almost bold enough to affirm, that no measure could 
be devised which would so completely meet our intentions às an unre- eff ty 

Served renewal of the treaties they hesitated about, yet I was very 
willing to acquiesce in their proposal, with this simple observation, that 
if any delay arose from it, such delay was imputable to them and not to 
me. My words were, Je ne me rends pas responsable des longueuns 
dans lesquelles cette discussion pourratt nous entruiner. The 
French Minister's answer was, Si des longueurs servent d determiner 
dies objets qui pourraient donner lieu d des querelles d Pavenir, ce 
gerd du tems bien employe.” It was not my wish to contest this 
assertion, and our conference ended with it. 


No. 19. 


EXTRACT of a Dispatch from Lord Mal mesbury to Lord Grenville, 
| dated Lisle, op 16, 1797, 
My Lord, 
YESTERDAY at the moment I was preparing to attend at the con- 


ſerence, in which we were to enter into fuller discussions on the litigated 
—_— 
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subject'of the renewal of the treaties mentioned in the second article of the 
projet, I received from the French legation the enclosed paper (A). In 
about an hour I returned the enclosed answer (B), to which I received tlie 
enclosed reply (C); and I am this moment come from the conference 
which has taken place in consequence of it. 


Il began by saying, that I had solicited this interview from the same 

motive which would actuate every part of my conduct; that I wished to 
make my reports not only correct but conciliatory as far as depended 
on me, and I now was come in order, if possible, to obtain from them 
such comments and explanations on the note they sent to me yesterday, 
as would enable me, when I transmitted it to my court, to secure 
the negotiation. from being interrupted, perhaps abruptly terminated, by 
the perusal of it. If I understood it right, it meant that the Directory 
requires as @ sine qua non preliminary, that every thing the King has 
conquered from all and each of His enemies should be restored, and that 
till this restoration was consented to, the negotiation was not even to 
begin. .I said, if I was correct in this statement, and the plain sense of 
the declaration would bear no other interpretation, I must add that it 
would not only most certainly prevent the treaty from beginning, but 
would leave no. room for treating at all, since it deprived His Majesty 
of every means of negotiation ; for J could not suppose that it was in 
their thoughts to intimate that the principle of the treaty, as far as it re- 
lated to His Majesty, was to be one of all cession and no compensa- 
tion, and yet that was precisely the — in which His 9 was 
placed by their note. 


One of the French Plenipotentiaries, who had let me proceed rather 
reluctantly, here stopt me, and said, that he and his colleagues were ex- 
ceedingly happy that I had expressed a wish to see them before I dis- 
patched my messenger; that they wished to assure me, that they had 
* 1 din fairly and honourably to state What they had received 
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from the Directory in the very words in which it came to them ; that 
they should be sorry if the declaration they had been directed to make 
me, should be of a nature to interrupt, much less to break off, the ne- 
gotiation; that it was the sincere wish of the Directory that the negotia- 


tion should proceed and end successfully; and that, far from shutting 


the door to further discussions, they were perfectly ready to hear any 
proposals we had to make, and only wished that these proposals should 
be, if possible, such as were compatable with their most sacred engage- 
ments. I repeated what I had said, that no door was left open if His 
Majesty was in limine to restore every thing: and that a peace on these 
conditions would not be heard of by the country. I observed, that im- 


mediately on leaving them, I should dispatch a messenger; but what 


that messenger carried would most materially affect the progress and is- 
sue of the negotiation ; I therefore desired to know whether, in conse- 


quence of what I had heard from them, I might consider the strict 


and literal meaning of the declaration not to be 'a decided negative 
(which it certainly seemed to imply) on all compensation whatever to be 
made to His Majesty, but that proposals tending to this effect would be 
still listened to. One of them answered, certainly, and if they should 
be found such as it will be impossible for us to admit, we will on our 
side bring forward others for your court to deliberate on“ Under this 


assurance, which at least, to a certain degree, qualifies the declaration 
of yesterday, I broke up the conference. e Rigo 49 


No. _ 1 5 


THE Ministers Plenipotentiary of - the French Republic have trans- 
mitted to their Government the project of the treaty, and the note re- 
lating thereto, which were delivered to them the 20th of the present 
month, by the Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty. 

They 
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-\ They have just received fresh communications and orders, which re- 
quire that they should make the N declaration to Lord Malmes- 
2 | „„ 


There exist in \ the e public and secret treaties, by which the French Re- 
publick is bound to its Allies, Spain and the Batavian Republic, articles 


by which the three powers respectively guarantee he territories possessed 
by each of them before the war. | 


The French Government, unable to detach itself from the engage- 
ments which it has-contracted -by..these treaties, establishes, as an indis- 
pensable preliminary of the negotiation for the peace with England, the 
consent of His Britannic Majesty to the restitution of all the possessions 
which he occupies, not only from the French Republic but further and 
formally of those of Spain and the Batavian eee 


In e e the eee Minister Plenipotefiälery request 
Lord Malmesbury to explain himself with regard to this restitution, and 
to consent to it, if he is sufficiently authorized to do so; if not, and in 
the contrary case, to send a messenger to his court, in order to procure 
the necessary powers. 

The object. of the conference which was to have taken * to- day 
being necessarily delayed by the purport of the above- mentioned decla- 
ration, the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the Republic have to express to 
Lord Malmesbury the regret that they feel in losing this opportunity of 
conversing together, which they had themselves solicited :—but in case 
Lord Malmesbury should have any communication to make to them, 
they beg him to believe that they will always be happy to receive him, 
and to listen to him, whenever he may think it t proper. | 
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They request him, at the same am. to a anew the assurances * 
of their high beten. | 


(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
905 „ PLEVILLE LE PELLE. 
| , -HUGUES B. MARET. 
Lisle, 27 Messidor, 5th Fear of the | 
Republic, (July 15, 1797.) ; Wis 


. COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 


| | No. 21. Y, 
GB.) | | 
THE Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty has given 


the most serious attention to the note dated this morning, which he has 
received from the Minister Plenipotentiary of the French Republic. 


' He has no hesitation in declaring to them, that his instructions by no 
means authorize him to admit, as a preliminary principle, that which 
their declaration seems intended to establish: nevertheless, being per- 
suaded that it is his first duty not to give up the hopes of conciliation 
until he shall have exhausted every means of obtaining it, and being anx- 
ious to avoid, in the report which he shall have to Anale to his court, 
the possibility of misunderstanding on a subject of such importance, he 


proposes to them a conference for to-morrow, at the hour most conveni- 


ent to them, after which it is his intention to ner a anne an to 
his court. 


He ants the Ministers Pets of the French þ Bepublic to 
accept the assurance of his high consideration. 


Lisle, 15 July, 1797. (Signed) MALMESBURV. 


1 No. 22 
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No. 22. 


, 6 


IHE Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic lose no time 
in acceding to the desire expressed by the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
His Britannic Majesty, of conferring with them on the subject of the 
note which they addressed to him this day. 


They have in consequence the honor of proposing to him to meet to- 
morrow morning at eleven o'clock, at the usual place of conference. 


They request him to accept the assurances of their high consideration. 


(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. 
PLEVILLE LE PELLEY. 
| HUGUES B. MARET. 
Lisle, the 27th Messidor, 5th Year of 
the Republic, one and indivisible. 
(July 15, 1797.) 


COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 


No. 23. 


COPY of a Dispatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmesbury, 
dated Downing Street, July 20, 1797. 


My Lord, 

YOUR Lordship's dispatches by the messenger Dressins, were re- 
ceived here on the 17th instant, at night, and I lost no time in receiving 
His Majesty's commands on the very important subject of your let- 
ter, No. 9. | 
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I am much concerned to be under the necessity of remarking, that the 
claim brought forward in the note transmitted to your Lordship by the 
French Plenipotentiaries, is in itself so extravagant, and so little to be 
reconciled either with the former professions of those Ministers, or with 
their conduct in the previous stages of the negotiation, that it affords the 
strongest presumption of a determination to preclude all means of accom- 
modation. If such is really the determination of the Directory, nothing 
can remain for this country, but to persevere in opposing, with an energy 
and spirit proportioned to the exigency, a system which must tend to 
perpetuate a state of war and civil tumult in every part of Europe. 


The natural step upon the present occasion would therefore have been 
to direct your Lordship to terminate at once a negotiation, which, on the 
footing now proposed by the enemy, affords neither the hope nor the 
means of any favourable conclusion. Nothing being left for treaty, 
where, as a preliminary step, one party is required to concede every thing, 
and all compensation from the other is absolutely and at once precluded. 
His Majesty's servants have, however, observed, that in the conclusion 
of your Lordship s conference with the French Plenipotentiaries on the 
subject of the note in question, the president of that mission informed 
your Lordship, that it was not intended to resist all compensation for the 
immense extent of restitution demanded from His Majesty, and for the 
other obvious circumstances of disadvantage to this country in the situation 
of Europe, as resulting from the war; and even added, that he and his 
colleagues would eventually bring forward proposals on this head for the 
deliberation of the King's Government. It appeared possible that some 
advantage might perhaps arise to the great object of peace, from ground- 
ing on this declaration a further proceeding, such as might afford to the 
Directory (if they are so disposed) the means of replacing the negotiation 
on a more practicable footing. With the view therefore of leaving 
nothing untried wh ch can contribute to restore peace on any suitable 
terms, His Majesty has been pleased to direct that your Lordship should 

| for 
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for that purpose ask another conference with the French Plenipotentiaries. 
In this conference your Lordship will remark in such terms as the occasion 
must naturally suggest to you upon the indefensible spirit and tendency 
of the demand now made by France. You will observe that France, 
treating in conjunction with her Allies, and, in their name, cannot with 
any pretence of justice and fairness, oppose her treaties with them as an 
obstacle in the way of any reasonable proposal of peace in which they 
are to be included. In a separate negotiation, to which they were not 
parties, such a plea might, perhaps, have been urged ; but in that case 
France would have been bound to offer, from her own means, that com- 
pensation which she did not think herself at liberty to engage to obtain 
from her Allies. And such was, in fact, as your Lordship must remem- 
ber, the principle on which His Majesty offered to treat last year, when 
he was really bound, by engagements to Austria, similar to those which 
are now alledged by France. But it never can be allowed that France, 
Spain, and Holland, negotiating jointly for a peace with Great Britain, 
can set up, as a bar to our just demands, the treaties between them- 


selves, from which they are at once able to . each other wlienever 
they think fit. 


You will further remark, that even if, contrary to all reason, such a 
principle could for a moment have been admitted on our part, still even 
that principle, inadmissible as it is, could only apply to public treaties, 
known to those who agreed to be governed by them, and not to secret 
articles, unknown even to the French Plenipotentiaries, or concealed by 
one of them from the knowledge of the others. 


You will add in explicit, thongh not offensive terms, that the whole of 
this pretence now set up by France is incontestibly frivolous and illusory; 
being grounded on a supposition of a state of things directly contrary to 
that which is known really to exist. It being perfectly notorious that both 
Spain. and Holland, so- far from wishing to continue the war, were _ 

pelle 
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pelled by France to engage in it, greatly against their own wishes; and 
to undertake, without the means of supporting it, a contest in which 
they had, nothing to gain, and every- thing to lose. It never therefore 
can be allowed to be a question of any possible doubt, but that the Di- 
rectory, if they really wish it, must already have obtained, or could at 
any moment obtain, the consent of those powers to such terms of peace 
as have been proposed by His Majesty. If, however, France, from any 
motive of interest or engagement, is in truth desirous to procure for them 
the restitution of possessions which they were unable to defend, and 
have no means to reconquer, the project delivered by your Lordship 
afforded an opening for this; those articles having been so drawn as to 
leave it to France to provide a compensation to His Majesty, either out 
of her own colonies, or out of those of her Allies, respectively conquered 
by His Majesty's arms. The choice between these alternatives may be left 
to the Directory; but to refuse both is, in other words, to refuse all com- 
pensation. This is nevertheless expressly declared not to be the intention 
of those with whom you treat. It is therefore necessary that your Lord- 
ship should demand from them a statement of the proposals which, as 
they informed you, they have to make, in order to do away this apparent 
condradiction, which the King's Servants are wholly unable to reconcile 
by any suggestion of theirs, even if it were fitting and reasonable for 
them to bring forward any new proposals immediately after the detailed 
project which was delivered on the part of this country at the outset of 
the negotiation, : 


Since that project is not acceded to, we have evidently, and on every 
ground, a right to expect a counter project, equally full and explicit on 
the part of the enemy, You will therefore state to the French Minjsters 
distinctly, that the only hope of bringing this business to a favourable 
conclusion, is by their Stating at once plainly, and without reserve, the 
whole of what they have to ask, instead of hringing forward separate 
points one after the other, not only contrary to the avowed principles of 

the 
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the negotiation proposed .by themselves, hut, as it appears, even contrary 
to the expectation of the Ministers themselves who are employed on the 
part of France. There can be no pretence for refusing a compliance 
with this demand, if the Plenipotentiaries of France are disposed to for- 
ward the object of peace: and the obtaining such a statement from them 
is, as J have before stated to your Lordship, a point of so much import- 
ance, in any course which this negotiation may take, that it is the King's 
pleasure that your Lordship should use every N endeavour to 
prevent their «Judjng $0 just a demand. 


After what bas passed it is, I fear, very doubtful whether such a coun- 
ter project would be framed on principles such as could be admitted 
here; but it would at all events place the business on its real issue, and 
bring distinctly into question the several points on which the conclusion 
of N. or the ieee of war, will really depend. 


I am, &c. | BY 
: (Signed) CRENVIILE. | 
Right Honourable Lord Malmesbury. 


No. 24. 


COPY of a Dispatch from Lord Grenville to Lord 888 

| dated Downing Street, July 20, 1797. 

s My Lord, 
THERE are two separate points on which it is necessary for me to say 

a few words to your Lordship, in addition to the instructions in my other 
pee on the general subject of the negotiation. 


The first a to the — of one of the French Ministers, that 


nh * ** and troops were at Toulon. The fact is very 
1 immaterial 
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immaterial as to any ebnelusion that could be drawn from it, to affect 
the situation or just claims of the court of Lisbon; because your Lord- 
ship well knows, tliat it is a principle universally recognized in the public 
law of Europe, that when one of the parties, in a defensible alliance, 
furnishes to his Ally the *tipulated succours, those succours remain en- 
tirely at the disposal of the requiring party to be employed wherever he 
shall judge proper, subject only to the ſimitations of the treaty which 


before existed; and if the amourit of those succours is not encreased be- 


yond that engaged for, nor the means of using them extended by new 


facilities, the party furnishing the An assistance is not understood 
to violate the laws of neutrality.” 


| | 1 g f - j . | b | 

But the fact, in this case, would not bear out the a8ertion, even if the 
argument to be drawn from it were more conclusive. The troops of Her 
Most Faithful Majesty having been, as I apprehend,. no otherwise em- 


ployed than in the two campaigns carried on by land, upon the southern 
part of the frontiers of France and Pe 


The other point relates to what was said to your Lordship about the 
treaty of Pilnitz. It would certainly not require much argument to 
prove that the renewal of several treaties enumerated by name and date, 
and the latest of which was coneluded in 1785, does not imply a renewal 

of another treaty supposed to be concluded in 1791. But what is more 
material to the present case is, that your Lordship should take this oppor- 
tunity to explain, in the mall distinct and unequivocal terms, that if any 
Secret treaty was in fact concluded at the interview at Pilnitz, between 


the late Emperor and the King of Prussia, (which is, to say the least, 
very doubtful in point of fact), this at least is certain, that His Majesty 


was no party to such treaty; and not only was not then included in it, 
but has never since adhered to it, nor even been apprized of its contents. 


The public declaration which was made at that interview, shews on the 
ace of it that His Majesty was no party to it; and it is, indeed, notorious 
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that it applied to circumstances which were done away long before the 
war broke out between Austria and France, and that the subsequent 
negotiations for the maintenance of peace between those powers turned 
on points wholly distinct from those supposed to have been referred to in 
the protenced treaty of Pilnitz. 


. This explanation, ae little connected with the present negotiation, 
seems to be called for by the allusion inade to you upon the subject; and, 

indeed, on a point on which so much misrepresentation has prevailed, it 
is useful not to omit the opportunity of stating the facts as they really are. 


I am, &c. 


(Signed) _ GRENVILLE,. 
Riglit Honourable Lord Malmesbury. | 


No. 25. 


' EXTRACT of 1 a Dizpatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord _—_— 
dated Lisle, 25th July 1797. 


My Lord, 


I HAVE the honour to acknowledge your Lordship's dispatches, 
No. 19 and 20, of the 20th inst. which were delivered to me on Saturday 
| the 224 inst. by. the messenger Major. 


It was ee bie that the claim LEAR forward in the note inclosed 
in my No 9, could have produced on your Lordship's mind any impres- 
sion different from that which you describe, and I am happy to find that 
the conduct I observed, when it was first delivered to me, was such as put 

it in my power to execute with great consistency we ns instructions 
Tow Lordship now sends me. 


Im dy 
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Immediately on the arrival of the messenger, I proposed an interview 
with the French Plenipotentiaries, and we met on n * 23d, at 
one P. M. | 


I could not obey His Majesty” s orders in a manner more likely to com- 
mand attention, and to impress those who heard me with a just sense of 
the mixture of firmness and moderation with which His Majesty was 
pleased to conduct this important negotiation, than by employing not 
only the substance, but as far as was practicable in conversation, the very 
words of your Lordship's dispatch, No. 19; and if 1 should attempt to 
relate minutely what I myself said in this conference, it would in fact be 
little more than a ten of them. 


i began by observing , that 1 was certain the French Plenipotentiaries 
must be fully prepared for what I now had it in command to say: I 
reminded them that J had taken upon me to affirm when we were last 
assembled, and immediately before I dispatched my messenger, that the 
requiring such a preliminary.as that proposed in the note, was putting 
an end at once to all negotiation, and that I was sure peace on such 
terms would not be heard of; that the orders I was then about to com- 
municate to them would prove that I had not made this assertion lightly, 
or in consequence of any hasty opinion of my own, at the same time 
that it would also appear that my Royal Master was as anxiously and as 
Sincerely inclined to listen to all reasonable and admissible conditions, as 
He was determined to repel and reject all such as were of an opposite 
description. I then, my Lord, took up my arguments on the precise 
grounds set forth in your Lordship's No. 19. I neither omitted any 
thing, nor inserted any thing of my own, which could at all alter its spi- 
rit; and I only varied from the letter inasmuch as was necessary to make 
it applicable to a conference, 


My first object was to state, in as forcible a way as possible, the ut- 
ter inadmissibility of the pretension set forth in the note, the frivolous 
and 
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and mg reasons alledged for bringing it forward, and I observed 
that, if it was persevered in, it must lead to this necessary conclusion, 
that there did exist when it was framed an intention on the part of the 
Directory to break off the negotiation in the outset. My second object 
in point of reasoning, though a very primary one in point of importance, 
was either to prevent the negotiation breaking off at all, or if this was not 
to be prevented, to endeavour to be so clear and explicit in my language, 
and to draw the line so distinctly between such sacrifices as His Ma- 
jesty might be inclined to make in order to restore so great a blessing as 
peace, and those to which the dignity of His crown, and interest of 
His subjects would never allow him to attend, as to make it impossible 
that by any future cavil or subterfuge the interruption of the treaty, if 
unfortunately it should be interrupted, could be imputed to any other 
cause than the exorbitant demands of the French Government ; and the 
better to insure this purpose, I explained to them that His Majesty hav- 
ing already in a detailed projet stated freely and fully His conditions, and 
these conditions having been at once rejected by a sweeping claim on the 
part of the French Government, it was not fitting or reasonable, neither 
could 1t be expected that any new proposals should originate with His 
Majesty : and that on every ground the King had a right to expect a 
contre-projet from them, stating at once plainly and without reserve the 
whole of what they had to ask, instead of bringing forward separate 
Points, one after another, directly contrary to the principle on which we 
had agreed to begin the negotiation, and which, from their being insu- 
lated, could only tend to protract and impede its progress. 


On the first point, on the inadmissibility of the preliminary conditions 
as proposed by the French Government, one of the French Plenipo- 
tentiaries said, it was impossible for them to do more than to take it for 
reference, that the instructions they had received when the Direc- 
tory sent them the note, were precise and positive, and that they had 
received none since. He therefore had on that point simply to request 
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of me, that I would state in writing the several grounds on which His 
Majesty rejected this proposition, in order that the report transmitted 
by them to the Directory might be correct; and he assured me, that if 
F did not think it proper to put in writing all the arguments I had used 
to them in the conference, they would have no scruple of employing 
those J omitted in such a way as was the best calculated to give them 
weight, and to use the French Minister's own Wann to . the 
negotiation once more on its legs. | 


In oleh 4 to the second point, he had no hesitation in agreeing with 
me, that the best method, and indeed the only one, which could acce- 
lerate the whole of the business, was for them to give in a contre projet, 
neither did he attempt to disprove our pertect right to expect. one from 
them before we made any new proposals. But he said, that it was not 
necessary for him to observe that as long as they were bound by their 
instructions not to give way on the proposition I had now so decidedly 
rejected, that it was impossible for them to move a step without new 


orders. from the Directory ; ; that they would ask for these orders n. 
ately, and lose no time in acquainting me when they were received. 


observed, that in our last conference he had intimated to me they 
were empowered to come to some explanation with me on the subject of 
compensation to be made to His Majesty for the great cessions he was 
disposed to make; that, at the time, I conceived these explanations were 
of a nature to qualify the wide claim stated in the note, and that if I 


| had abstained from pressing him further at the moment, it was from per- 
ceiving a reluctance on their part to bring them forward :—that, howeyer, 


if they really had such proposals to make me, and if they were of a nature 
to meet in substance and effect the basis laid down in the projet I had 
given, I should be well disposed to listen to them. 


One of the Prench Ministers, after some hesitation and a sort of si- 


tent reference to one of his colleagues, said he thought as matters now 
stood 
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stood, it would be much better to wait their answer from Paris: that it 
was a very important period, a crisis in the negotiation, the result of 
which probably would be conclusive as to its fate, and that it seemed to 
be of more consequence to make this result as conformable to what he 
hoped I was convinced were as much their wishes as mine, than to waste 
our time in discussions which were useless, not to say more, till this was 


I confined myself in my reply to saying, I had no objection whatever 
to giving to the French Plenipotentiaries a paper, stating the strong mo- 
tives on. which His Majesty rejected the proposition made in their note of 
the 15th; and that as I, on my part, had considered it a duty to make 
my reports as conciliatory as was consistent with truth and correctness, 
80 1 heard with great pleasure the assurances he gave me of their intend- 
ing to abserve the same line of conduet. 


That as we seemed perfectly agreed as to the propriety of their pro- 
dueing a contre-projet, I had nothing to say on that point, except to 
express my most sincere wish that it would soon appear, and when it did 
appear, be such a one as would lead to speedy and satisfactory conclu- 
sion of the negotiation, 


Right Honourable Lord Grenville. 
Cm_—_ O oOGIE——— — ————{ {oa ——_— __— c__—_—_____—cc——CTCﬀT—— Qu 
2d £ No. 26. 
1 20. L 
THE Miniater Yienipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty has trans- 
mitted to his court the note which was delivered to him the 15th of this 
month, by the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic; and 


having received the orders of the King his master on this subject, he 


bagtens to repeat to them, in writing, ata to the desire which 
they 
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they have expressed to him, the following reflections, which he had 


already stated to them verbally, in consequence of his most positive in- 
structions. 


He observes, in the first place, that to require © As an indispensable 
« preliminary of negotiation for peace with England, the consent of 
His Britannic Majesty to the formal restitution of all the possessions 
which he occupies, as well those of the French Republic, as further 
and formally those of Spain and the Batavian Republic,” is to wish 
to establish a previous condition, which excludes all reciprocity, refuses 
to the King all compensation, and leaves no object of ulterior nego- 
tiation. | 


That the French Republic, formally authorized by its Allies to nego- 
tiate the articles of peace in their name, cannot fairly set up its partial 
treaties with them, in opposition to reasonable proposals of peace, 
since it is universally understood that the contracting parties always pre- 
serve the power to modify, by mutual consent, the conditions by which 
they may be engaged to each other, whenever their common interests 
may require it :—consequently, the proposition made to the King of a 
general and gratuitous restitution as an indispensable preliminary, would 
necessarily impute to His Catholic Majesty, and to the Batavian Repub- 
lic, dispositions far less — than those which animate the French 
Republic. | 


That moreover, in consequence of what passed in the first conferences, 
Lord Malmesbury has always thought himself entitled to expect that the 
King his master would find a compensation for the 'sacrifices he was 
ready to make for peace, by retaining a part of his conquests ; and he 
was the less able to foresee any obstacle, on account of the secret articles 
of the treaties which bind the French Republic, as the principle of com- 
pensation was acknowledged by a formal and positive declaration, made 

mn 
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in the name of the Executive Directory, and communicated; in an official 


note, dated the 27th of November, 1796 ; a declaration Ne to me 


completion of. those treaties. 


It was, therefore, in order to remove as much as possible, every difh-. 
culty, that in the project of a treaty, which Lord Malmesbury has de- 
livered to the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, the 
alternative was left to France to settle this compensation on its own 
possessions, or on those of its Allies: but the absolute refusal of this 
alternative appears to do away the only possible means of conciliating 


every interest, and of n at an honourable, just, and permanent 
peace. 


Lord Malmesbury, persuaded that such cannot be the intention of the 
French Government, hopes, that in consequence of the reasons herein 


stated, a condition will not be insisted upon, to which His Britannic 
Majesty can by no means consent. 


He again requests the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Repub- 
lic to accept the assurances of his high consideration. 


| (Signed) MALMESBURY. 
Lisle, 24th July, 1797. 


No. 27. 


EXTRACT of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville, 
dated Lisle, Sunday, August 6th, 1797. 


I FULLY expected, when J received the inclosed note on Friday, 
that the conference proposed was to acquaint me with the instructions the 
5 Cc | French 
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French Plenipotentiaries had received from the Directory, on the note 
1 had given in near a fortnight ago, as an answer to that in which 
the restitution of the whole of His Majesty's conquests from each of 
his enemies is required as an indispensable preliminary to all negati- 
ation. 


1 was therefore surprized and disappointed, when I had taken my 
place at the conference, to hear from the French Plenipotentiaries that 
the letters they had received that morning from Paris did not bring any 
specific reply to my last note, but only went to inform them that the 
Directory had taken the subject into their most serious consideration, and 
would acquaint them as soon as possible with the result. | 


1 could 'not avoid expressing my concern and surpiize that there ex- 
isted any hesitation whatever in the mind of the Directory on a point, 
which, although a very important, was certainly a very simple one :— 
that to allow it to remain in doubt whether His Majesty was to have 
any compensation or not, was in other words to leave it in doubt 
whether the Directory sincerely meant peace or not :—and that, al- 
though I was very far from wishing for any improper haste, or not to 
move in a matter of such magnitude with becoming prudence and deli- 
beration, yet I could not forbear lamenting that "more than a month 
had now elapsed without our having advanced a single step, notwith- 
standing His Majesty had, in the very outset of the negotiation, mani- 
fested a moderation and forbearance unprecedented under similar cir- 
cumstances :—that anxious as I was not to prejudice it by any repre- 
sentations of mine, I must say, this delay placed me in a very aukward 
position, as I really did not perceive how I could account for it in a way 
at all satisfactory, at the same time that it was quite impossible for me 
to suffer a longer ee of time to pass over without writing to my 
court. 


One 
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One of the French Plenipotentiaries expressed his carnest wish that I 
would write immediately ; he was confident this delay would be seen in 
its true light ; and added, Si nous n EVENFORs pas d pas de geant, 
Sespere que nous Mar.CRONE d'un pas sur.“ And another of them re- 
peated this N | 


I expressed my sincere hope this wicht be the case, but it would have 
been much better proved by the communication of the counter- project 
they had in a manner pledged themselves to procure, than by any vague 
and indeterminate assurances of what might possibly be the recult of 
the present suspension of all business. They observed to me, that the 
counter project would of course be (virtually) contained in their next 
instructions, and that their only motive for wishing to see me was, to 
convince me that this delay had neither originated with them, nor been 
occasioned at Paris by any want of attention to this important business, 
or from any cause not immediately and closely connected with it. 


1 desired to know. from them when they thought it probable they 
should receive positive and explicit instructions, whether in three, four, 
or five days? — they said, it would be probably eight or ten.—And one 
of them observed, that as our not meeting more frequently gave rise to 
many idle rumours and false reports, he would propose to me, if I had 
no objection, to meet every other day at two o'clock :—that it was very 
possible that in our next two or three meetings we might have nothing 
material to say, but that we should get better acquainted with each 
other, and in our conversations mutually suggest ideas which might be 
of use.—l readily consented to this. 


I had a conference again this morning. As I was very desirous of 
being enabled to transmit to your Lordship some more satisfactory account 
as to the motives of this delay, I again pressed the French Plenipotentiaries 
on this point. They each of them repeated what they had said before, and. 


on my endeavouring to make them feel how impossible it was that His 
Majesty 


WPI 


| My should not be hurt at this demur on so very simple a point, one 
of them said, you ought to augur favourably from it; your note was a 
refusal to agree to what was stated by the Directory in their instructions 
to us as a sine qud non ; if the Directory were determined to persist in 
this sine gud non, they would have said so at once Je vous assure 
gu il nous auroit promptement renvoye le courier,“ were his words: 
the time they take to deliberate indicates beyond a doubt that they 
are looking for some temperament, and it scarce can be doubted that 
one will be found.—I said I was well pleased to hear him say this; but 
that still he must be aware that it would not be an easy task for 1 me to 
make my dispatches to-day either interesting or satisfactory. 


ee of the French Ministers said, that he really dalivied tat 
this would be the only great impediment we should have to encounter, 
that every thing would go on quickly and smoothly, and that I must 
admit the present to be a very important and difficult point in the nego- 


tiation. I agreed with him entirely as to its Rn; but. could-not 
acquiesce as to its difficulty. 


I am very sorry, my Lord, that in such a moment, and after waiting 
80 long, I should not be able to send you more explicit and decisive as- 
surances; but it is not in my power to compel the French negotiators 
to move on faster. All I can do is by my conduct and language to 
take care that no part whatever of the imputation of delay should attach 
to me. I have, at every conference I have held, always declared my 


readiness to proceed, and I shall not fail to repeat this every time we 
meet. 


Right Honourable Lord Grencille, Fc. &c. Ge. 


| No. 98. 
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THE Ministers eee « the French Republic will be wa 
to have an opportunity of conversing for a few minutes with Lord 
Malmesbury ; and they have in consequence the honour of proposing to 
him to meet them at two o'clock to-day, or at any other hour which 1 
may be more convenient to him, and which he will have the goodness to 


e 


They renew, with pleasure, to Lord x Matmeoury, the assurances of 
their high mene, 18 


(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. Re 
HUGUES B. MARET. 


Lisle, 17 Thermidor, _- _ h 45 
5th year of the Republic. „ „ ũ.ꝑ 
August 4, 1797.9 FH; | 
COLCHEN, Sec. Gen. of the Legation 
of the Republic. 
(Aug. 4, 1797.) 


{a No. 29. 


EXTRACT of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville, 
1 dated Lisle, August 14th, 1797. 


My Lord, 


IN consequence of the resolution we had come to, to meet on the 
days of the arrival, of the post from Paris, our conferences for this last 


week have taken place — every other morning, except on Thurs- f 
D d day 1 
; 
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day the 10th of August, which being the anniversary of one e of their 
national festivals, the French legation could not attend. 
20 4 ; 
| 1 be in mine, No. 17, wives: your Lordsbip an account of every 
thing which passed 1 in these conferences, up to that of the 6th. On the 
8th nothing was said at all, worth transmitting, except an intimation 5 
flung out by one of the French Plenipotentiaries, that it would be ne- 
cessary to take into consideration the rights of neutral nations on this 
occasion. But as he spoke very vaguely, and in general terms, I did 
not choose to press him for an explanation, as I consider it more judi- 
cious to avoid discussions . on separate and collateral points, and not to 
Enter into n till * wholy, can be brought under deliberation at 
once. > 


What passed on the 12th was rather more interesting. The return 
of Mr. Wesley afforded me a very natural opportunity of expressing the 
impatience with which an answer to my last note was expected by my 

court; that three weeks had now elapsed since its transmission, and 
that although I by no means wished to insinuate that due attention 3 
had not been paid to so very important a subject as that on which we 
were treating, yet I could not but greatly lament, that day after day 
1 should be allowed to pass away without our proceeding at all in the great 
| business for which we were met. One of the French Ministers said, 
that it was impossible I could lament this delay more than they did; 
that they had already declared to me that it was occasioned by a wish not Hy 
to create but to remove difficulties ; and they could assure me positively, 
that the French Government had no other object in view, and that 1 
should find, when once we began fairly to negotiate, we should proceed 


very rapidly. 


I replied it was indeed very material to make good the time we had 
lost. The French Minister mung you would not call it time lost 
if 
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if you knew how it was employed. On my expressing, by my manner, 


a wish to be informed, he went on, by saying, we will not scruple to 


tell you, though we feel we ought not yet to do it officially, that we are 
consulting with our Allies; that we have communicated to them all that 
has passed here; we have stated that, unless they mean to continue the 


war, they must release us from our engagements, and enable us, to a 


certain degree, to meet your proposals. 


The conference of to-day is this moment over. One of the French 
Plenipotentiaries informed me, that he had received this morning a 
letter from the President of the Directory, assuring him that in four or 
five days they would receive their final instructions ; and he added of 
himself, that he trusted these would be such as would enable us to con- 
tinue our work without any further interruption. I said, J hoped these 
instructions would be in substance a counter- project, as I did not see 
how any thing short of one could enable us to proceed so rapidly as he 
described. He agreed with me entirely, and assured me, that both he 
and his colleagues had repeatedly stated the necessity of a counter- project 
being sent them; and he observed, that he really thought the French 
Government might have foreseen every thing which had passed, and 
been prepared with one; and that this would have saved a great deal of 
valuable time. As I could not myself have said more, I readily gave a 
full assent to what L heard. 


No. 30. 


EXTRACT of a Dispatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmesbury, 
dated Downing Street, August 19, 1797. 


N expression mentioned in one of your Lordship's last dispatches to 


have fallen from one of the French Plenipotentiaries, leads to the pre- 
| sumption 
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sumption that it is intended, on the part of France, to bring forward 
some proposal about the navigation of neutral powers in time of war, 
Your Lordship will best judge of the proper opportunity of expressing 
His Majesty's decided and unalterable resolution on this point, not to 


admit of any proposal for treating with his enemies on the subject of the 
rights or claims of neutral powers. 


The only other remark with which I have to trouble your Lordship by 


this messenger, relates to an expression in the late message of the Di- 


rectory to the Council of Five Hundred, which, if literally taken, con- 
veys an accusation against His Majesty's Government, that some delay 


has arisen on the part of this country in the negotiations at Lisle. This 


is so avowedly contrary to the fact, that it must be considered as impos- 
sible that such a charge could be intended to be made by a Government 
which had at that moment delayed for three weeks making any answer to 
His Majesty's distinct and liberal proposals of peace, and whose Pleni- 
potentiaries were daily apologizing to your Lordship for this unbecoming, 
and as they almost confess, unaccountable delay; but as the point is too 
important to be left unnoticed, it is the King's pleasure that your Lord- 
ship should present a note, remarking upon the sense to which these 
words are liable, expressing your persuasion that such cannot be the 
intention with which they were used, but asking on the part of your 
court an explanation to that effect, which cannot be refused without a 
violation of every thing which truth and * require on such an 
occasion. 


No. 31. 


IN short this cause is in the same despondency in which all good 
eitizens, and particularly the defenders of the country are, at seeing de- 
ferred at the * moment when its conclusion was thought to be near at 

hand, 
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hand, and after having bought it with s& much blood and so much suffer- 
ing—a definitive peace, which the heads of the vanquished coalition at 
length solicited in good earnest, when its conelusion was expected, and 
which a Government, friendly to humanity, were still more earnest to 
conclude: when, all on a sudden, buoyed up with new hopes, reckoning 
upon a general dissolution of the Government by the failing. of its 


finances, upon its destruction, upon the death or banishment of its bravest 


generals, and upon the dispersion and loss of its armies, these very same 
coalesced powers have thrown as much delay into the W 
they had shewn anxiety to bring them to an end. 


No. 32. 


corv ol a Dispatch from Lord . to Lord Grenville, 
dated Lisle, August 22, 1797, 


Wy Ford; | 

IN my conference of this morning, I took an opportunity of remarking 
to the French Plenipotentiaries on the very unfair and extraordinary as- 
sertion which had appeared in the message of the 9th instant, from the 


Directory to the Council of Five Hundred, viz. © gue les puissances 
e coalistes ont. mis autant de lenteur dans les negotiations, qu'elles 


e aooient montre-de Pardeur pour les terminer.” I observed to them, 


that I had orders from my court to ask a precise explanation, whether 


this accusation of delay was meant to apply to the manner in which His 


Majesty had conducted the negotiation at Lisle, and if it was so meant, 
to declare that no accusation was ever more destitute of foundation, nor 


a wider deviation from the real fact. I said I was perfectly ready to abide 
by their determination on this point, convinced that it was impossible for 
them not to acknowledge that the delay (if there had been any blameable 


E e | delay) 
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delay) rested with the French Government, and not with His Majesty. 
The French Plenipotentiaries admitted this to be most strietly true; that 


the phrase I had quoted was an ill- judged one, and mal redigée; but 


that it could not in any point of view whatever be construed as applying 
to England; and they were ready to say, that when it was written, the 
Directory alluded solely to the court of Vienna; that they could assure 

me they had been very faithful in their reports, and that when they said 
this it was saying in other words that I had carried on the negotiation 
with as much expedition as possible, and that if it had proceeded slowly 


for this last month, the slowness arose on their side and not on mine. 


I said I could not for an instant call in question their feelings on this 
point; it was the insinuation conveyed in the message, and which had 
gone over Europe, that it was necessary for me to clear up, and to know 
whether the Directory thought and felt as they did. One of the French 
Ministers, with very strong expressions, assured me the Directory cer- 


tainly did think and feel like them; that no unfair or insidious allusion 


was meant, and added“ que ce message etoit fait pour stimuler les 
* conseils.” I went on by observing it was very essential for me to 
have this fully explained, and that I should give them in a note to this 
effect ; they requested I would not, it would lead to disagreeable dis- 


cussions, and would not answer the end I proposed. They would take 


upon themselves oe to assure me in the name of the Directory, that 
nothing at all similar to the construction J put on the phrase was in- 
tended, and that as soon as they could receive an answer to the report 
they should make of to-day's conversation, they would say the same from 
the Directory itself. 


1 hope, my Lord, I . te by obtaining this very precise * 
formal disavowal of an intention to fix any imputation of delay on His 


Majesty's Government, fulfilled tlie object of my instructions on this 


particular point. If when the French Plenipotentiaries speak from the 
| Directory 
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Directory the disavowal should not be equally satisfactory and complete, 
I then will not fail, according to your Lordship's order, to give in a note. 


I have the honour to be, &c. | 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
Right Honourable Lord Grenville. | 


No. 33. 


EXTRACT of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville, 
dated Lisle, August 22, 1797. 


. THE four conferences I have held with the French Pleniyowantianies, 
since I last wrote to your Lordship on the 14th instant, will not, I fear, 
furnish very interesting materials for a dispatch. | 


Our conference of this morning was principally employed in what I 
have related in my other dispatch; but the French Plenipotentiaries 
assured me, that by Thursday, or at the latest by Saturday, they expected 
to receive their long expected messenger. 


No. 34. 


EXTRACT of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenvilles | 


dated Lisle, August 29, 1797. 


I AM extremely sorry to be forced to announce to your Lordship, 
that fresh delays occur in the progress of the negotiation. | 


The French Plenipotentiaries informed me at our conference yesterday, 
that the last answer from Holland was 80 unsatisfactory that the Direc- 
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tory had ordered the Minister for Foreign Affairs to return it to the 
Dutch Ministers at Paris; that the Dutch Ministers could not take upon 
themselves to alter it in the way the Directory proposed, but had been 
obliged to refer to their Government for new orders; and that therefore, 
supposing no time to be lost in deliberation on this subject at the 
Hague, it would be at least a week from to- day before any farther account 
could be received here. 


After lamenting this unexpected procrastination of our business, I ex- 
pressed a wish to know what the Dutch answer had been, what objec- 


tions the Directory had made to it, and the alteration they were desirous 
it should undergo. 5 ; 


One of the French Plenipotentiaries said, it had not been commu- 


nicated to them, but that he understood it was complere, louche, et peu 


satigfaisante. That the- Directory expeeted it should be clear and dis- 
tinct, and such an one as would enable them to send such instructions 
here, as would allow us to go on with the negotiation in a way to recover 


the time we had lost. 


No. 36. 


EXTRACT of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville, 
dated Lisle, 5th September 1797. 


My Lord, 


I SHOULD have considered what has passed in our conferences, since 
1 last had the honour of writing to your Lordship by Mr. Wesley, as 
in itself too unimportant to authorize me- to dispatch a messenger, but 
that in general I:think.it my duty never to leave .your: Lordship, more 
than a week without hearing from me; and I was also. glad of an op- 


portunity 


4 


4 
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portunity to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's dispatch No. 23, 
which was delivered to me by the EE PR on the S1st August, 
at 10 P. M. E 


| Nothing but common conversation passed i in our a of the 

30th, August and 1st of September. In that of the 3d the French Pleni- 
potentiaries confirmed what they had taken upon themselves to assure me 
on the' 22d August, in consequence of the representation I had your 
Lordship's orders to make on the expressions employed by the Directory 
in their message of the 9th August to the Councils, and which expressi- 
ons appeared to fix an imputation of delay on His Majesty's Government 
in the progress of the negotiation. They said that they had reported tp 
the Directory what I observed on this subject, and that they were now 
charged to repeat what I had already heard from them, and to declare 


that no intention similar to that I 1 ever existed on the part of 
the Directory. 25 


On our olterdats 6 of this morning, although. 1 had reason to expect 
that the answer from the Hague was arrived at Paris, "0 it was not ad- 


mitted _ the Freneh h Plenipotentiaies | 


No. 36. | 


EXTRACT of a e from Lord Ader to Lord Grenville, 
dated Lisle, September 9, 1797. 


1 NEED not Say that the two conferences which have been held since 
I dispatched the messenger Brooks, were not likely, under the present 

circumstances of this country, to afford any mg , important 
or interesting. | 


In that of Thursday the 7th, one of the French Plenipotentiaries be- 
gan, on my entering the room, by announcing a wish that the great 
| | Ff event 


” _ — 
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event, which had taken place at Paris, should not interrupt for a long 
time our negotiation, - or destroy the pleasing prospect we had of its 
soon terminating successfully; and from this manner I clearly saw he 
meant to convey the idea that it was his opinion it would not. I endea- 
voured to discover whether he spoke in consequence of any private intel- 
ligence he had received from Paris, or simply from his own private judge- 
ment, and I found It was entirely from the latter. 


In our 1 of this morning, he 110 they were still without 
any letters from M. Talleyrand (which rather surprized him); but he 
could assure me, with certainty, that by Monday they should be em- 
powered to go on with the 5 and that I night safely say so 
to my court. | 


No. 37. 5 
4 EXTRACT of a Dispatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmesbury, 

1 dated Downing-Street, September 11th, 1797. 

g YOUR Lordshipꝰ 8 dispatches by the messenger Shaw, were e received 


here this morning. | f 9 — 


It would be premature in the present moment, to enter into any rea- 
soning on the effect which the extraordinary events at Paris may be 

| expected to have on the important negotiation with which your Lordship 
is charged. A very few days must now probably shew, in the most 
unequivocal manner, what are the views which are entertained by the 
now predominant party at Paris, respecting the question of peace or 
war with Great Britain: and it becomes His Majesty's Government to 
wait the event with the same desire for accommodation on reasonable 
terms, and the same firmness, with respect to undue and insulting de- 
mands, which has actuated every part of the conduct held by your Lord- 


shi 
8 No. 38, 
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No. 38. 


COPY of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Lord Grenville, dated 
L.isle, Monday, September 11, 1797. 


My Lord, 


— 


ON my going to the conference this morning, the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries informed me that the whole French legation was recalled, and that 
Messrs. Treilhard and Bonnier d' Alco were appointed in their room. 
They said their orders were to communicate this event to me immedi- 
ately, and at the same time to add, in the name of the French Govern- 
ment, that this alteration, in the choice of the negotiators, would not 
produce any whatever in the disposition of the Directory, to bring the 
negotiation to a happy issue. 


1 assured them I was extremely sorry to hear that they were recalled. 
That we had hitherto acted together 80 cordially, that it was to be la- 
mented any. circumstances had arisen which made the French Govern- 
ment think it adviseable to put the negotiation into other hands. | 


* 


That I received with satisfaction what they told me as to the senti- 
ments manifested by the Directory, relative to the negotiation, and that 
I could assure them, they were such as certainly existed in the breast of 
my Royal Master. 


I then suggested to them, whether it would not be proper to give me 
an official note on this occasion, since it made a very marked period in 
the negotiation; and as they perfectly agreed with me on the propriety 

of this, they sent me that I now enclose. 


J consider this event as so material, that I do not lose a moment in dis- 
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patching one of my servants to England, as I have at present no messen- 
ger with me. 
| I have the honour to be, &. 


(Signed)  MALMESBURY. 
Right Honourable Lord Grenville. 


No. 99. eden Magrntabencay) 

_ THE Ministers Plenipotentiary of the F rench Rene have the ho- 

nour to inform Lord Malmesbury that they have received, by this day's 

post, a decree of the Executive Directory, signiſying their recall, and 

the nomination of citizens Treilhard and Bonnier to succeed them, and 
to continue the negotiations entered upon with England. | 


The Minister for. Foreign Affairs, in sending to the 83 
Ministers Plenipotentiary this decree of the Directory of the 22d of f this 
month, orders them to wait the arrival of their successors, It also di- 
rects them to inform the Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic 
Majesty, that the change of the negotiators does not carry with it any 
change in the diapontion of the Directory, with n to the 8 
tion. 


The Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French ie aan e the hos 


nour to renew to Lord Malmesbury the assurances of their high consi - 
deration. | 
(Signed) LE TOURNEUR. #1 | Bb 
| HUGUES B. MARET. 
_ Eisle, 25 Fructidor, 5th Year of 1 8 agar 
the Republic. (Sept. 11, 1797.) | ae DoF APY 


© CO Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 
No. 40. 
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THE Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannie Majesty has the 
honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which the Ministers Ple- 
nipotentiary of the French Republic have addressed to him, communi- 
"cating the decree of the Executive Directory, which signifies their recall 
and the nomination of the Ministers destined to sueceed them, and to 
continue the negotiations already commenced. He receives at the same 
time with satisfaction, and will transmit without delay to his court, the 
assurance, that this change of the negotiators does not bring with it any 
change in the disposition of the Directory as to the negotiation. 

Lord Malmesbury, in thanking the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 


French Republic for this communication, begs them to de persuaded of 


his personal regret on account of their departure, and do accept the assu- 
rances of his high consideration. 


(Signed) MAL irsBUAT. 
Lisle, September 12, 1797. 25 


8 | No. 41. 


EXTRACT of a Dispatch from Lord Malmesbury to Locd Grenville 
dated Lisle, September 17, 1797. 


* 


My Lord, 


THE new French Plenipotentiaries, Messrs. Treithard and Bonnier 
d' Alco, with their principal secretary M. Derche, and two private secre- 
taries, arrived here at Five o'clock A. M. on Wednesday the 15th in- 
stant. At eleven A. M. they sent M. Derche to acquaint me with their 


G g . arrival, 
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immediately, attended by Messrs. Le Tourneur, Maret, and Colchen. 
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arrival, and to inquire at what hour I would receive their visit. In con- 
sequence of my saying whenever it was convenient to them, they came 


On taking "oo M. Le 8 came FO WE" 0 wy to me, in 
his name and that of his colleagues, that they could not terminate their 
mission without expressing the satisfaction they had felt from the open- 
ness and candour (loyauté et franchise) with which I had acted during 
the whole of the negotiation, or take leave of me, without expressing 
their sincere personal regrets; that the recollection of my conduct would 


always be agreeabls to them, and that it had given me the strongest title 


to their esteem and _ wishes. 


. 
* ot 


After giving the new ieee as e time as was nec 
to return to their own house, I sent Mr. Ross to ask at what hour I 
might return their visit; and, in consequence of their answer, I went 
to them, attended by Lord Morpeth and Mr. Ellis. 


I took an opportunity of returning the compliment M. Le Toutnear 
had made me; ; and I must in justice repeat, my Lord, what I have al- 
ready said, that his conduct and that of his colleagues has, in every 
point in which has depended on them, been perfectly fair and honorable, 
and in no instance contrary to the principles they announced, and the 
professions they made. It is therefore impossible for me not to regret 
them, and not to consider the change of Ra at least as a very un- 
pleasant, if not a very unfortunate incident. 


9 
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COPY of a Dispatch from Lord Mal mesbury to Lord Grenville, 
dated Lale, 17th September, 1797. 
My Lord, | 


I SH ALL e in de dispatch to give your W as cir- 
cumstantial an account as my memory will allow me to do, of what has 


passed in the two conferences I have held with the new French Pleni- 
potentiaries. | 


51. 


l f(t fi 

In that of Friday the 14th, after communicating to me. the arrete * 
the Directory appointing them to succeed Messieurs Le Tourneur and 
Maret, and empowering them to continue the negotiation with me, one 
of them began by making the strongest assurances of the sincere desire 
entertained by the Directory for peace. He observed, that if this desire 
had manifested itself so strongly at a moment when the two great autho- 
rities of the country were at variance, it must naturally become stronger 
and be exerted with more effect when all spirit of division was sup- 
pressed, and when the Government was strengthened by the perfect 
concord which now reigns between all its branches: that the first and 
most material point to be ascertained in every negotiation was the extent 
of the ſull powers with which the negotiators are vested ; that I should 
find theirs to be very ample; and that, as it was necessary to the suc- 
cess of our discussions that mine should be equally so, they had it in 
command to present a note, the object of which was to inquire, whether 
J was authorized to treat on the principle of a general restitution of 
every possession remaining in His Majesty's hands, not only belonging 
to them, but to their Allies; that I was not unacquainted with their 
laws and with their treaties; that a great country could not on any oe- 
casion act in contradiction to them; and that, aware as I must be af 
, could not but expect the question contained i in the note, neither 
could 
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. I consider the requisition of an explicit answer, previous to en- 
tering upon the negotiation, as arising from any other motive than that 
of the most perfect wish, on the part of the Directory, to bring it to a 
successful, and above all, to a speedy conclusion. 


I replied, that if after what I heard I 1 tio myself to hope for 
such an event as he seemed to think probable, or give any credit to the 
paciſic dispositions he announced on the part of the French Government, 
such hope must arise solely from the confidence I might place in his 
assurances; since the measure itself now adopted by the Directory was 
certainly calculated to make a directly contrary impression on my mind ; 
that I could not conceal from him, that far from expecting such a 
question, its being now put surprized me beyond measure, and still 
more so, when from his comment upon it I was to infer, that he wished 
me to consider it as tending to promote a speedy pacification; that the 
question expressed in the note he had delivered (for he had given it to 

me, and 1 had read it over as he ended his speeeh) was word for word 
the same as that put to me by his predecessors so long ago as the 14th 
July; that on the 15th. I had, from my own authority, given an answer, 
and that this answer I confirmed fully and distinctly by order of my 
court on the 24th July; that these notes had to the present hour re- 
mained unnoticed, and a delay of two months had occurred; that the 
reasons assigned for this delay were, as I was repeatedly told, a decided 
resolution on the part of the French Government to listen to the reason- 
able proposals made by His Majesty; but that being bound by their 
engagements with the court of Madrid and the Batavian Republic, and 
wishing to treat their Allies with due consideration, they were desirous 
of consulting with them previous to any positive declaration, and ob- 
taining from them a voluntary release from those engagements sufficient 
to enable the French Plenipotentiaries here to admit the basis His Majesty 
had established, and to ground on it all future diseussions whieh might 
arise in the course of the ä that if he had read over the 


Papers 
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papers left, undoubtedly, in his possession by his predecessors, he would 
find what I stated to be strictly true; and that of course it could not be 
difficult to account for my surprize, when, after being told tliat he and 
his colleagues were to take up the negotiation precisely where they found 
it, it now became evident that it was to be flung back to the very point 
from which we started, and flung back in a way which seemed to threaten 
a conclusion very different from that he foretold. 
. | 


I shall not attempt to follow the French Minister through the very 
elaborate and certainly able speech he made in reply, with a view to con- 
vince me that the: enquiry into the extent of my full powers was the 
strongest proof the Directory could furnish of their pacific intention, and 
the shortest road they could take to accomplish the desired end. It was 
in order to give activity to the negotiation, {activer was his word), and 
to prevent its stagnating, that this demand was made so specifically: 
and he intimated to me, that it was impossible for the Directory to pro- 
ceed till a full and satisfactory answer had been given to it. I inter- 
rupted him here, by saying, their manner of acting appeared to me cal- 
culated to decide the negotiation at once, not to give it activity, since it 
must be known, I could not have powers of the description he alluded 
to; and even supposing I had, the admitting it would be in fact neither 
more or less than a compleat avowal of the principle itself, which once 
agreed on, nothing would be left to negotiate about. The other French 
Plenipotentiary interposed here, by saying, that would not be the case ; 
many articles would still remain to be proposed, and many points for 
important discussion. I said, every word I heard seemed to present 
fresh difficulties. Without replying to me, the first- mentioned Minister 
went on by endeavouring to prove, that the avowal of having powers to 
a certain extent, did not imply the necessity of £Xercising them; that it 
was the avowal alone for which they contended, in order to determine at 
once the form the negotiation was to take; that tlie note, and the time 
Prerribed in it, were in consequence of the most positive orders from 

H h the 


the Directory; and that if I drew from it a conclusion different from 
the assurances they had made me in the name of the Directory, I did 
not make the true inference. I replied, that, although the prescribing 
the day on which the question was put to. me as the term within which 
I was to give my answer to it, was both a very unusual and abrupt 
mode of proceeding, yet as a day was much more than sufficient for the 
purpose, I should forbear making any particular remark on this circum- 
stance: that as to the inference to be drawn from the positive manner in 
which they appeared to maintain the question put to me, I really could 
not make it different from that I had already expressed: that the revert- 
ing, after an interval of two months, to a question already answered, 
and which question involved the fate of the negotiation, certainly could 
not be considered as wearing a very conciliatory appearance: that in 
regard to my answer, it could not be different from that I had given 
before: that my full powers, which were in their hands, were as exten- 
sive as any could be, and it did not depend on me to give them more or 
less latitude; but that in fact their question went not to the extent of my 
full powers, but to require of me to declare the nature of my instruc- 
tions; and on this point they certainly would forgive me if I did not 
speak out till such time as the circumstances of the negotiation called 
_—_ me to do it. K 


e French Minister strove. to, prove to me, what he had before at- 
tempted, that the claiming a right of enquiry into the nature of the dis- 
cretionary authority confided. in a Minister, by no means implied an in- 
tention of requiring of him to act up to it to its utmost limits. I ob- 
served, if no such intention existed, why institute the enquiry? and if 
it did exist, why not say so at once? He said, what we now ask is 
little more than a matter of form; when you have given us your answer, 
- we shall follow it up by another step, which we are ordered to take. 1 
said; my answer was given two months ago; that, although I was ready 


to 3 it them again, and in writing, as one to their note, yet, as it 
could 
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could not be different, I did not see why they should not proceed imme- 
diately to the other step, by which L was told the question was to be 
followed up. It would be premature, said the French Minister; but in 
drawing up your answer, do not forget the force of the arguments 1 
have used, or in your report to your court, the assurances we have given 
of the earnest wish of the Directory to terminate che war. 


I replied, that I still must maintain, that, from the manner in which 


they thought proper to define full powers, I could see no distinetion be- 


tween acknowledging the power and admitting the principle; and that 
the question itself could not be put with any other intention—(your 
Lordship will observe, from tlie subsequent notes which passed between 
us; that I was perfectly grounded in this assertion); that in my re- 
ports, they might be fully assured I chould act up to that coneiliatory 
spirit, which, from the earliest Period of the negotiation, had always 
decided my conduct; and that, inauspicious as appearances were, I 
certainly would be careful not to make them look Rostile. At the word 
Hostile, both the French Plenipotentiaries were most warm in their pro- 
testations, that nothing could be less so; that tlie idea of the negotiatĩon 
breaking off was as far from their thoughts as from their wiakes, said, 
that although I heard this with pleasure, yet I could not avoid adverting 
to facts, and that, when instead of an answer, and the favourable answer 
which I had every reason to expect, received only the repetition of a 
demand, which had been already satisfied two months ago; I certainly 
could not think this a good omen. If it did not bode an immediate 
rupture of the treaty, it assuredly did not announce a near and successful 
termination of it. The above-mentioned Minister persisted I was mis- 
taken; that the business would end speedily ; that speed was their wish} 
and Speed with Peace for its has ons 


on breaking up our W F said, that I took it for granted we 


12215 meet again at the usual hour on Sunday. He N that it 
perhaps 
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. might not be necessary, but that they certainly would let me 
know in time; and this conveyed. ty to me tha first idea of what has since 


taken Place. 


I inclose your Lordship the note A, I received in this conference 1 
the French Plenipotentiaries, and the answer B, which I made to it yes- 
| terday morning at ten A. * 


At six P. M. the note C was transmitted to me; to which at eight P. M. 
I returned the answer D, by Mr. Ross, whom 1 sent in order that he 
might bring me the passports I asked for; but at a quarter before ten P. M. 
M. Derche, secretary of the French Legation, delivered to me the paper 
marked E; and this morning at nine A. M. I replied by the note F, 
which nnn l that marked G. | 


The notes sent me by the . 3 speak for them- 
selves; and it is unnecessary to enter into any reflections on them. I am 
willing to hope that the answers I have made were such as became the 
situation in which I stand, the importance of the cause intrusted to me, 
and thesteady but temperate conduct. TIA the spirit of my instructions 
* me to hold. 


It was my 0 give every opening to the French Plenipotentiaries 
to recal the violent step they had taken; and, if possible, to convince 
them of its extreme impropriety. And it was with this view, and with 
a most anxious desire not to exclude all hope of the restoration of peace, 
that I determined on suggesting the idea of our meeting once more before. 
I left Lisle. 


This meeting took place to-day at noon: I opened it by observing, 
that the several notes they had received from me since the preceding 
evening had been too expressive of the surprize I felt at the measure the 
| \ Directory 
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Directory had thought proper to adopt, to make it necessary for me to 


enlarge upon it in this conference; and indeed my sole motive for sug- 
gesting that it might be for our mutual satisfaction that it should be held, 
was, because this measure appeared to me to be in such direct contradic-. 
tion to the very strong assurances I had so constantly and repeatedly 
heard from them, and to the pacific intentions with which they declared 
they were sent, that it was my earnest wish (before I considered their 


conduct as forcing me to a step which must so materially affect the suc- 


cess of the negotiation), to be perfectly certain that I understood clearly 
and distinctly the precise meaning of their official notes. On their ad- 


mitting that nothing could be more reasonable than that I should, on s0 
important a point, require explanation, or more satisfactory to them than 
to. give it me (as far as lay in their power), I proceeded by saying, that 
it appeared to me that I was called upon to produce immediately my full 
powers, or rather my instructions (for however different these were in 
themselves, in their demand tliey seemed constantly blended), and that if 
either .I refused to consent to this, or if on consenting to it, it was found 
that I was not authorized to treat on the principle they laid down, I was 
then. in the space of twenty-four hours to leave Lisle, and return to my 
court; and that I was required to obtain full authority to admit this prin- 
ciple, if it was wished the negotiation should proceed. This I said 
appeared to me to be the evident sense of the notes, and I begged to 
know whether I had mistaken it or not. One of the French Plenipoten- 
tiaries said, You have understood it exactly; I hope you equally un- 
5+ derstand the intention of the French Government, which is to accelerate 
peace by removing every obstacle which stands in its way.“ 


A replied, that having now no doubt left on my mind as to their exact 


meaning, and being quite sure notwithstanding the observation they had 
made, que j; avais saisi la veritable intention de leur note, it would, I 


feared, be a very unprofitable employment of our time to argue either on 
the nature of the principle they announced as a sine gud non, to even a 


i I preliminary 


| 
4 
' 
' 
| 
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preliminary discussion, or on the extreme difficulty of reconciling the pes 
remptory demand with which they opened their mission, to the pacific 
professions that accompanied it ; that if they were determined to persist 
in this demand, it was much better to avoid all useless altercation ; and 
nothing in that case remained for me to do, but to ask for my passports, 
and to signify to them my intention of leaving France at an early hour 
next morning. They said, they had their hands tied by an arrété of the 
Directory, and were bound to observe the conduct they had followed by 
the most positive orders; and although we remained together some time 
longer, not a hint dropped from them expressive of a wish that, instead of 
going myself for new instructions, I should either write for them by a 
messenger, or obtain them by sending to England one of tlie gentlemen 
who are with me. I endeavoured by every indirect means to snggest to 
them the necessity of adopting some such modification, if they meant 
that their wishes for peace, in the expression of which they were this 
morning more eager than ever, should meet with the slightest degree of 
credit: 1 again brought to their recollection that I was authorized to 
receive any proposal, any contre-projet they tendered to me, but that 
they must be aware that it was not possible for me to alter the orders I 
had received, or to assume an authority with which I was not invested. 

I dwelt particularly and repeatedly on my being competent to take any 
thing they said for reference; but this availed nothing, except drawing 
from one of them a remark, that the full powers which authorized a Mi- 
nister to hear proposals, were widely different from those which would 


enable him to accede to them; and that it was such full powers that the 
Directory required me to solicit. 


An easy answer presented itself to this mode of reasoning ; but 1 saw 
no advantage to be derived from prolonging a conversation, which, after 
the positive declaration they had made, could lead to nothing: I therefore 
ended the conference by deelaring my resolution to begin my journey at a 
very early hour the next morning, and by saying, that immediately on my 
arrival 
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arrival in England I would make : an exact ons of , __ that had 


Foun a their arrival. | ot; 


hb trust, my Lord, I Shall not i incur censure. for * deckinad to aw 
in distinct terms to wait at Lisle till I could know His Majesty's pleasure 


on the peremptory proposal made to me: but when I considered the na- 


ture of the proposal itself, the avowal that this would not be the lust, 
rious style with which J was enjoined to depart in twenty-four hours, it 


that could be interpreted into solicitation or entreaty: I felt myself called 
upon to treat the whole of this extraordinary proceeding with calmness 
and temper; and notwithstanding the deep and poignant concern I must 
feel at an event which. I fear will remove alt probability of an immediate 
pacification, I trust tliat in the expression of this sentiment J have not 
used a language unbecoming the charaeter with which Jam invested, or 
the greatness of the Sovereign and Country whose dignity and interests it 
is my primary duty 0 consult and to maintain. 


J have the honour to be 
with great respect, my Lord, 
50 Lordship's most obedient 
humble servant, 


Right Honourable Lord Grenville, 


No. mY 


(A0 


THE undenigved Ministers Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic, : 
commissioned to treat of peace with England, have the honour to assure 


Lord 


nor perhaps the most humiliating condition required of us, and the nnpe-: 


was utterly impossible for me to assume a language or affect a manner 


Th (Signed) MALMESBURY. 


P 
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Lord Malmesbury, Minister 8 of His Britannic Majesty, 
that the French Government wishes as sincerely, as strongly as ever, a 
peace, desired by the two nations; but, unable to conclude any other 
peace than such an one as is founded on the laws and on the treaties 
which bind the French Republic, persuaded that, to arrive at this end, it 
is necessary to explain itself with entire frankness, and desirous of giving 
to the negotiation the greatest rapidity, the Executive Directory has ex- 
pressly charged the undersigned to demand of Lord Malmesbury, 
whether he has sufficient powers for restoring, in the treaty. which may be. 
concluded, .to the French Republic and to its Allies, all the possessions 
which, since the _— of the war, have yu into the n * the 
* | ent o agu 

„The aw are «equally 8 by the Bxecative 8 ts 
demand from Lord Malmesbury an answer in the course of the day. 
5 80 Wen 20 to accept the aaurances of their high nean. 


(signed) 2 IREILHARD. hs 
4 BONNIEK R 
Lisle, 29 Re, 57 tte e . 1 
Sth year of the Republic, | 1 
Sep. 15, 1797.) By the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic, the Sec. Gen. 


þ / 
4) DERCHE. 


No. 44. 7 : 


(B.) 
THE undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty 
receives with great satisfaction the expression of the sincere desire for 


, 
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Peace, Which the Ministers Plonipotentiarios of the French Republic 
announced to him yesterday in the name of their Government. Me bes 
the honour to assure them that the King his Master is animated with the 


same desire, and has nothing more at heart than to put an end to the ca- 
lamitie of the war. 


+ Widnes zo — nation: which the Minn eee of the 
French Republic addressed to Lord Malmesbury, concerning the extent 
of this full powers, he cansiders himself as having already given the most 
unequivocal answer upon this subject, in the two notes which he da 
* eee en the 15th and 24th of July. 


\ However, to prey all. misunderstanding, he renews the declaration 
which he made yesterday; that is to say, that he neither can nor ought 
to treat upon any other principle than that of compensation; a principle 
which has been formally recognized as the basis of a treaty. equally Just, | 
— and advantageous to the two Pn. 


Lond. Malmesbury requests the Mi inisters Plenipotantiary of the 
French bon wore to accept the assurances of his high consideration. 


(Signed)  MALMESBURY. 


Lizk, 3 16th September 
1797, ten A. M. 


(C.) 

THE Ministers Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic, commissi- 
oned to treat of peace with England, have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of the answer of Lord Malmesbury to the note which was pre- 
_ to him in the conference of yesterday. 


K k | It 
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It appears from this answer, and from the two rlotes of the 1 5th and 
24th of July, to which it refers, that Lord Malmesbury has not powers 
for agreeing to the restitution of all the possessions which His Britannic 
Majesty occupies, whether from the French N or from its Allies. 


In consequence, while they re- iterate to Lord W the moet 
positive assurances of the sentiments of the French Government, the 
undersigned apprize him of a decree of the Executive Directory, which 
signifies, that, in case Lord Malmesbury shall declare himself not to have 
the necessary powers for agreeing to all the restitutions which the laws 
and the treaties which bind the French Republic, make indispensable, 
he shall be to return in four-and-twenty hours to his court, to ask for 
sufficient powers. Lord Malmesbury can see in this determination of the 
Executive Directory nothing else than an intention to hasten the mo- 
ment when the negotiation may be followed up with the certainty of a 
speedy conclusion. 
The Ministers ates of the French Republic nat Lord 
Malmesbury to accept the assurances of their high consideration. 


(Signed) TREILHARD. 
A, A Ne g ue 
Lisle, 30 Fructidor, 8 
5th Year of the Republic. 
(Sept. 16, 1797.) By the Ministers 8 : 
C the _—_ Gen of the Legation, 
DERCHE. 
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| (D.) 
THE undernigned Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty 
has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a note of this day, which 


has been sent bim by ths Ministers PRIN 4 of the TR" Re- 
Cary : 


Whatever regmat he may experience at mecing the hope of a e 
conciliation thus destroyed, he can return no other answer to a refusal 80 
absolute to continue the negotiation on grounds which appeared to have 
been already agreed upon, than by demanding the necessary passports 
for himself and his suite, in order that they may set off within four-and 
twenty hours, and return immediately to England. 


He requests the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to 
accept the assurances of his high consideration. 
(Signed) MALMESBURY. 


Lisle, Saturday Seprember 16th, eight P. M. 


No. 47. 


. (E.) 
THE undersigned Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, 
commissioned to treat of peace with England, have the honour to acknow- 


ledge the receipt of Lord Malmesbury's answer to the note which they 
addressed to him this day. 


They think it right to observe to Bim, that he does not appear to have 
seized the real W of their note; that it by no means contains re- 
; fusal 
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fusal to continue the negotiations, but, on the contrary, the means for 

giving them activity, and for following them up with a success, no less 

desirable to the two nations, than it would be —_— to the Ministers 
charged with the conduct of them. 


The French Government is 80 far from Ns ING the intentions 


which the note of Lord Malmesbury appears to impute to them, . that 
the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic have received no 


order to quit Lisle, after the departure of the Minister eee ui 


His Britannic Majesty. 

The Ministers | Plenipotentiary of the French Republic 3 Lond 
almesbury to accept the assurances of their high consideration. 
(Signed) TREILHARD. 


BONNIER. 
By the Ministers Plenipotentiary, 
| the Sec. Gen. of the Legation. 
| 1 
Lisle, 30 Fructidor, 5th Year | DERCHE. 


_ of the French Republic. 
Sept. 16, 1797.) 


No. 48. 


F.) 


THE undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty 
Majesty has the honour to acknowledge the receipt of the note which the 
Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic transmitted to him 


yesterday, through the hands of the Secretary 2 of their legation. 
He 
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He thinks he cannot answer it better than by submitting to them in his 
turn the following observations. 


That having already by his note, dated July 24, and in obedience to 

the express orders of his court, given an answer to the question which is 
now so unexpectedly renewed, a question, that in appearance relates 
solely to the limits of his full powers, (which are in the most ample 
form), but which does in fact require a declaration of the whole extent 
of his instructions; and not being authorized to. quit the place of his 
destination without the express orders of the King his master, in any case 
except that of the rupture of the negotiation; he could not help consi- 
dering a note enjoining him, in consequence of a decree of the Executive 
Directory, to return to his court in the space four-and-twenty hours, as 
ill calculated to accelerate the conclusion of peace: nevertheless, to an- 
swer the assurances of the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Re- 
public, and to testify his desire to seize their real meaning with respect 
to which he should be very sorry to deceive himself, he thinks that it 
would be more satisfactory to meet once more; and if the Ministers Ple- 
nipotentiary of the French Republic should be of the same opinion, Lord 
Malmesbury would propose that this meeting should take place at an 
earlier hour than usual, in order that he may have time to take such steps 
as the result of their conferences may render necessary. He desires the 
Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to accept the assurances 
of his high consideration. 8 | 


(Signed) MALMESBURY. 
Lisle, Sunday, Sept. 17, 1797. 


LI No. 49. 
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No. 49. 


| (G.) 

THE undersigned Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, 
commissioned to treat of peace with England, have the honour to ac- 
1 knowledge the receipt of the note which the Minister Plenipotentiary 
; of His Britannic Majesty has transmitted to them this morning, Re- 
i ferring to the notes addressed to Lord Malmesbury on the 29th and 30th 
Fructidor, and especially to the first of yesterday, they agree to- the 
meeting which Lord Malmesbury appears to desire, and propose the hour 

of noon. | 


They request Lord Malmesbury to accept the assurances of their high 
consideration. 


(Signed) TREILHARD. 


BONNIER. 
Lisle, lot Complementary Day, 


Stn year of the French Republic. 


(17 Sept. 1797.) 
By the Ministers Plenipotentiary, 


the Sec. Gen. of the Legation, 
p 
DERCHE. 
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Dispatch from Lord Grenville to Lord Malmesbury, dated Downing 
Street, Sept. 22, 1797. 
My Lord, 


I HAVE had the honour of laying before His Majesty your Lordship's 
dispatches, in which you have given an account of the extraordinary 
: | | | conduct 
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conduct of the new Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic, of the 
answers given by your Lordship to their unjustifiable demand, and of 
your consequent departure from Lisle. 


I have the satisfaction to be able to assure your Lordship that His 
Majesty has been pleased to express his entire approbation of your Lord- 
ship's judicious and temperate conduct in the unprecedented situation in 
which you were placed, and of the manner in which you expressed 
yourself, both in your official notes, and in your conversations with the 
French Plenipotentiaries, as well as of that in which you have conducted 
yourself during the whole course of the negotiation, which Seems too 
likely to be now brought to its close. 


As it appears, however, that some further answer will probably be 
expected by the French Government to their late extraordinary demand, 
notwithstanding the full and conclusive reply given in your Lordship's 
notes, I have received the King's commands to transmit to you the in- 
closed draft of a note, which it is His Majesty's pleasure that your 
Lordship should transmit to the Plenipotentiaries at Lisle, by a mes- 
senger whom I shall direct to be in readiness for that purpose. 


(Signed) GRENVILLE. 
Right Honourable Lord Malmesbury. 


No. 51. 


THE undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty 
has rendered to his court a faithful account of the circumstances that 
have interrupted the exercise of those important functions which His 
Majesty had been pleased to entrust to him. His Majesty has deigned 
to honour with his entire approbation the answers which the undersigned 

. | has 
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has already made to the extraordinary and unexpected demands which 
the new Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic addressed to him im- 
mediately upon their arrival at Lisle. 5 


Ds But in order to leave no doubt respecting the nature and object of this 
demand, the undersigned has been expressly ordered to declare, in thg 
name of lus court, 


1. That the full powers with which His Majesty had thought proper to 
furnish him for negotiating and concluding a treaty of peace, are con- 
WM ceived and expressed in the most ample form, authorizing the undersigned 
fully, and without reserve, to sign any treaty upon which he might agree 
with . the French Plenipotentiaries, whatever its nature or conditions 
might be; conforming himself in all cases to the instructions which he 
might receive from his court. | 


4 2. That these full powers have been received and recognized as suffi- 

7 cient, as well by the Plenipotentiaries with whom he has hitherto treated, 

as by the Directory themselves, and that there is consequently no room for fy 
any new discussion upon a subject which has already been closed by com- 

mon agreement, and which moreover is not liable to any doubt or dif- 

ficulty whatever; every thing which has been done hitherto upon this 

subject, being entirely conformable to customs long established and re- 

cognized by all the nations of Europe. 


3. That the demand of the Directory therefore, in reality, refers not 
to the full powers of the undersigned, but to the extent of his instruc- 
5 tions, of which the Directory could not, under any circumstances, re- 
1 quire any communication, further than as the undersigned himself might 
. Judge such a communication conducive to the success of the negotiation ; 
i and that very far from being in a situation to be called upon for any 
new explanations whateyer, the undersigned had every reason to expect, 
from 
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from the repeated communications which had been made to him by the 
French Plenipotentiaries, that he should immediately receive a contre- 
projet, of a nature to facilitate the further progress of the negotiation 
which had been suspended for more than two months. 


4. That the court of London had good reason to be still more asto- 
nished at the substance of the new demand made to the undersigned; a 
demand relating to preliminary conditions which had already been re- 
jected at the very commencement of the negotiation, and from which 
the French Plenipotentiaries had in effect departed, by a formal notifica- 
tion of the measures which the Directory were in consequence taking for 


the purpose of coming to some artangement with their * 


5. That it is therefore only by consenting to treat upon eta basis of 
the project, detailed with so much openness, which was presented by the 
undersigned a few days after his, arrival at Lisle, or by returning a 
contre- projet of a conciliatory nature, agreeably to the assurances which 
he received so long ago, that it appears possible to continue the negoti- 
ation, which the Plenipotentiaries have so strongly assured him that the 
Directory did not wish to break off, notwithstanding the measures lately 
adopted with respect to him: a measure which the undersigned forbears 
to characterize, but which could not fail to produce in this country 
the impression of a disposition by no means pacific on the part of the 
Directory. Os 


The undersigned is directed to add, that His Majesty * see with 
real regret the certainty of the existence of such a disposition, so little 
compatible with the ardent desire with which he is animated to restore 
peace to the two nations ; but that if, without having himself contri- 
buted to it on his part, he should again find himself under the necessity 
of continuing the war, he will conduct himself upon every occasion 
FO to the same principles, doing every thing which can depend 
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upon him for the re- establishment of peace, but persisting to defend, 


with an unshaken firmness, the dignity of his n and the interests of 


his r 


The Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty requests the 
Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to accept the assurance 
of his high consideration. | 
(signed) MALMESBURY. | 


London, the 22d September, 1797. | 
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THE Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic, commissioned 
to treat of peace with England, have received the note, dated from Lon- 
don, which has been brought to them by an extraordinary messenger 
from Lord Malmesbury. They have the honour to answer to him, that 
their note of the 29th Fructidor, to which they refer, offered to the double 
assurance of the settled intention of the French Government to continue 
the negotiations for peace, and of its constant determination not to 
to any other conditions than Such as are 1 1 maar oi with the dignity of 
the French Republic. | | 


A peace, of which the basis should be contrary to the Iaws, or to the 


_ engagements taken with its Allies, would never satisfy the hopes of the 


nation. It is a point from which the Executive Directory has never de- 
parted, and upon which 1 its sentiments have never varied. 


* Malmesbury having formally declared m his notes of the 15th 
and 24th of July, and in the:last instance in that of the 17th September, 


a he had not the powers — for restoring the Dutch and 
4 Spanish 
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Spanish possessions, occupied by the troops of His Britannie Majesty, the 
Executive Directory has given a new proof of its openness, and of its 
desire to accelerate the conclusion of peace, in requiring Lord Malmes- 
bury to return to his court, for the purpose of obtaining the authority, 
without which he cannot conclude ; a measure rendered necessary by the 
declaration of the Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty, and 


upon which it is impossible to give a wrong impression to any thinking 
and impartial mind. | 


The Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic request Lord 
Malmesbury to accept the assurances of their high consideration 


(Signed) TREILHARD. 
| 1 4 BONNIER. 
Lisle, 4th Vendemaaire, 
5th Year of the Republic. + 
(Sep. 25, 1797.) 


No. 53. 


THE Ministers Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic, charged to 
treat for peace with England, have the honour to inform Lord Malmes- 
bury, that having sent a copy, of his last note to their Government, the 
Executive Directory has directed them to declare in its name, that it has 
never ceased to wish for peace; that it gave an unequivocal proof of the 
Sentiment which animates it, when it ordered the Ministers Plenipotentiary 


of the Republic to require a categorical explanation as to the powers 


given by the English Government to its Minister Plenipotentiary ; that 
this demand had, and could have, no other object but to bring the nog 
tiation ts. a speedy and Successful issue: | | 

A That 
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That the order given to the Plenipotentiaries of the Republic to remain 
at Lisle after the departure of Lord Malmesbury, is another proof that 
the Directory had desired and foreseen his return with powers that should 
not be illusory, and the limitation of which should no longer be a mg 
* delaying the conclusion of peace: 


That such are still the hopes and intentions ;of the Executive Directory, 
which enjoins the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the Republic not to quit 
| Lisle till the continued absence of the negotiator shall no longer leave any 
doubt of the intention of His Britannic Majesty to break off all nego- 


tiation : 


That consequently the 25th Vendemiaire (16th of October O. S.) is 8 
the period fixed for the recall of the Ministers Plenipotentiary of tlie 
French Republic, supposing that at that time the Minister Plenipotentiary 
of His Britannic Majesty shall not have arrived at Lisle. | . 


* %* < / * — + 
, 75 = re, + 
2 lt” et oP} 2 — 
— — — 


The Executive Directory will feel the greatest regret that a reconcilia- 

tion, already twice attempted, should not be perfected; but its consci- 

4 ence, and the whole of Europe, will bear it testimony, that it is the 
| English Government alone that will have inflicted the scourge of war 


upon the two nations. " 
q The Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic entreat the Mi- 
| nister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty to accept the assurances 
1 of their high consideration, 
| (Signed TREILHARD. 
| BONNIER. ' 
4 Lisle, 10th Vendemaaire, | 
q 6th Year of the French Republic, | | 
: (October 1, 1797.) The Sec. of the Legation, 
i 6 
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THE undersigned having laid before the King's Ministry the note of 
the Plenipotentiaries of the French Republic, is directed to observe to 
them, 


That it 1s ; only 3 in consequence of the formal and positive injunction of 
the Directory that he quitted Lisle; that his powers were neither illusory 
nor limited; and that nothing was omitted on his part to accelerate the 
negotiation; which has been only retarded by the delays of the Direc- 
tory, and which at this moment is only suspended by its act. 


With regard to the renewal of the conferences, the undersigned can 
only refer to his last note, where he has explained with frankness and 
precision the only means which remain for continuing the negotiation ; 
observing at the same time that the King could no longer treat in an 
enemy's country, without being certain that the customs established 
amongst all civilized nations, with regard to public Ministers, and espe- 
_ cially to those charged to negotiate for the re-establishment of peace, 
would be respected for the future in the person of his Plenipotentiary. 


The Minister Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty requests the 


Ministers Plenipotentiary of the French Republic to accept the assurance 
of his high consideration. 


Signed) MALMESBURY. 
London, 5th October, 1797. 
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